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support of members. Notwithstanding the
arduous nature of the calling of the coal-
miner, I point out that the coalminers of
this State have a partienlarly good indus-

trial yecord, one that 1is second to
none in the Commonwealth. I feel
sure that, viewing the matter from that
angle, seeing thai it is so neeessary
that we should make provision for

the supply of fuel in this State—that is,
our native coal—it will he eonceded that
we shonld be prepared to give to our own
coalminers at least similar conditions to
those that apply to ¢oalminers in other parts
of the Commonwealth. I know there has
been a lot of diseussion in regard to the
shortage of coal in recent times, and that
there has been a lot of eriticism concerning
the stoppages of work that have taken place
in many mining centres throughout Aus-
tralia. So far as coalminers in this State
are concerned, there is little we can eriticise
them for in that direction. I understand
that a large percentage of our coalminers
are in one or another of the Armed Forees.
Their places have heen taken in many in-
stances by men of advanced years. While
it ean be said that at present the prodnc-
tion of eoal in Collie is not, unfortunately,
np to the quantity which is really required,
T de not think we can blame those who are
engaged in the industry at present for that
shortage,

Hon. J. Cornell: All that the Minister
has said e¢an equally well be said of the
goldminers of this State.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is all
vight, but my remarks at present apply
to the eoalminers of this State. T do not
think the hon. member will quibble at what
I have said.

Hon. J. Cornell: No, but T conld not have
one section of the community singled out
for special treatiment and leave another see-
tion in the air.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
membher is at liberty to deal with that side
of the subjeet later if he wishes. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion hy Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh,
dehate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The CHIEY SECRETARY: T move—

That the Fouse at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 16th February, at 2.15 p.m.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 257 pm.
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The SPEAKER taok the Chair at 2.15
pam., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (b).
ETROL.
lg to Per flapita Congumption.

Mr. DONEY asked the Premier: Will he
seek from the Commonwealth Government
a statement sctting out the per capita econ-
sumption of petrol in each of the six Aus-
tralian States and in the Federal Terri-
tory—the words “per capita” to be inter-
preted not as “per owner of vehicle or
vehicles” but as per head of the popula-
tion?

The PREXMIER replied: Yes, but it is un-
likely, for security reasons, that the infor-
mation would ha made public,

MILK.
{a) ds to Quality.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER  asked the
Minister for Agrieulture: 1s he aware that
there are many complaints regarding the
poor quality of milk distributed n the met-
ropolitan aven, espeeially the non-keeping
qualities of pasteurised milk, and that it
is often found to he dirty?

The MIXISTER replied: No.

th) As te Prosecutions.

AMr., NORTH asked the Minister for
Agricwdiure: 1, Ts he aware that prosecu-
tions  have heen  launehed  apgainst M.
Cookesly  of  Coftesloe  and  against  Mr.
Abernethy, the farmer who <upplied  him,
respecting wilk in each case allegedly helow
standard? 2, Is it within the provinee of
Mr., (ockesly to obtain his supplies else-
where?! 3, If the comditions today militate
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againsl best quality milk, what action does
the Milk Board propose to meet such a
situation?

The MINISTER replied: 1, It is not
known that a prosecution has been laid
against Mr. Cookesly. It is known that My.
H. J. Abernethy was proseented recently but
the case was dismissed. 2, Yes. 3, What-
ever remedial steps are possible under exist-
ing conditions.

FOODSTUFFS.
Az to Emergency Stocks,

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Mines: As a considerable time has now
elapsed sinee many loeal authorvilies pur-
chased a supply of food goods to provide
for cvacuees following possible invasion,
will he recommend that those goods, in con-
nection with which deterioration is lkely, be
disposed of and fresh stocks obtained?

The MINISTER replied: The Minister for
Mines is not aware of any local authorities
holding reserved stocks of food goods, but
if details are sopplied to him he will look
into the matter.

APPLE AND PEAR ACQUISITION
BOARD.
As to Prices, clc.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, As the opportunity of pur-
chase of ammunition by orchardists is strictly
controlied by rationing and the ravages of
the “twenty-eight” parrot in regard to apples
and pears are rapidly inereasing, will he
endeavour to increase the guantity of ammu-
nition available and, sinee the payments for
apples and pears, under aequisition, do not
provide a living for growers, thus assist to
ensure marketable fruit; or, better still, 2,
Will he take sleps to assist to bring aequisi-
tion to an end and to have a subsidy of 2s.
per ¢ase provided and growers permitted to
carry ont their own marketing of apples
and pears?

The MINISTER replied: 1, Substantial
supplies of amniunition may be obtained by

~applieation to the State Suoperintendent,

Apple and Pear Board, Perth. 2, Answered
bv No. 1.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, leave of absence
for two weeks granted to Hon. H. Millington
(Mount Hawthorn) on the ground of ill-
health.
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BILL--MARXETING OF EGGS
ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading,

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [2.19] in mov-
ing the second reading said: The Bill secks
to amend the Markeling of Eggs Aet, 1938.
It is an execeedingly small measure which has
already been passed by the Legislative Conn-
¢il and is now presented for approval by
this House, The measure really amounts to
a matier of two words only, and refers to
the consfitution of the Western Australian
Egg Marketing Board. Subsection (4) of
Section 3 sets outf that the “number of clee-
tive members who shall sit on the board
shall be two, both of whom shall be pro-
ducers.” The Bill seeks to amend that pro-
vision hy deleting the words “two, both” and
ingerting the words “three, all” in lieu. The
subsection would then read that the number
of elective members on the board shall he
three, all of whom shall be producers. The
Bill ean justly receive the support of every
member of this Chamber, and I shall indeed
be surprised if any objection is raised to it.

My, Cross: You are an optimist!

Mr. SAMPSON: T will amend my state-
ment and say that there may be one member
whe will oppose the measure. The sole point
involved in the Bill eoncerns the clection by
egg producers themselves of their eleetive
members on the board. Recently there has
been established in Perth an egy powdering
plant that is doing excellent work. It is
realised that egg production is a very im-
portant indunstry in Western Australia where
the climate, not so hot as in the tropies and
not so cold as in the frigid zone, has proved
that poultry farming is a very proper in-
dustry for this State. The desire is that all
those eclective members who sit on the hoard
shall he representative producers. The other
members of the board are to be nominated
by the Governor in the prescribed manner,
and one of these is to represent the con-
sumers and at least one of the remaining two
must be a person of mercantile and com-
nterciak experienee: ~I-donot know-that-much
more need he said regarding the Bill. Per-
sonally I desire to encourage an industry
that has its diffieulties despite the fact that
the State iz suitable for poultry farming.
Some time ago I attended a send-off to an ezg
producer at Weongong. That gentleman had
carried on poultry farming for 18 years,
having left his trade to take up the work.
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At the end of that period, during which he
had done his best to secure better methods of
marketing the output of the industry, he
decided to return to his trade.

Mr. Cross: He waos a failure, was lhe?
Some would fail in any circumstaneces.

Mr. SAMPSON: I admit that he was not
altogether sueeessful as a poultry farmer.
However, he returned to his trade and he was
able to tell those who attended his send-off
that he now works fixed hours which are
reasonable, and that if he works overtime he
reecives overtime pay.

Mr. Warner: What is his oecupation?

Mr. SAMPSON: He is a saw-sharpener,

Mr., Warner: No wonder he could not
persuade the chooks to lay!

Mr. SAMPSON: He is a very hard-work-
ing man, What we lack in the poultry in-
dustry is true organisation. T submit the
Bill to the House. It merely provides for
securing to the egg prodncers representation
on the board equal to that of other sections
of the community. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Minister for the North-
Waest, debate adjourned.

-

MOTION—ALUNITE DEPOSITS.
As to Mr. .J. Chandler’s Services.

Debate resumed from the 2nd December on
the following motion by Mr. MeDonald:—

That in the opinion of this House the ar-
rangements of the Governmment for the work-
ing of the Lake Campion deposits should in-
clude a reasonable financial recognition of the
services to the State of Mr. J. Chandler, the
discoverer of the deposits.

MER. McDONALD (West PPerth—in re-
ply) [2.26]): I wish to say a few werds in
reply to the debate on this motion. The
Minister for Industrial Development has
spoken to the House of the great importance
of these deposits. Tt scems possible that
they will prove of great value to the Siate,
and represent an industry of major im-
portance to Western Australia. This has
heen so far borne out that the Government
has become responsible for the finding of
a very larze amount of eapital for the pur-
pose of additional development of these de-
posits. The uestion now before the House
is whether anything should be done for the
man who made the discovery.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister said that, after all, a man
who was a prospector in the goldmining
areas and found a mine might lose any bene-
fit from his discovery if he was not able to
get capital; that other people might come
along, try the mine and secure all its valwe
and profits; that unless the original dis-
coverer was sufliciently clever or active or
fortunate, he might be completely frozen
out. That is quite true; but if a prospector
for and discoverer of a goldmine of ex-
ceptional value reported its existence to the
State, and the State decided ultimately that
it would aequire thkis particular mine and
work it, then I think something more is to
he expeeted from the State than from the
ordinary eommerecial speculator. After all,
we look upon the State as an authority which
should stand for equitable dealing, and not
for anything which might be unfair to peo-
Ple who have meritorious claims to consid-
eration.

The Minister for Industrial Development :
This motion might have some merit if the
industry at Lake Campion were fully estab-
lished and successful.

Mr. MeDONALD: I would put it this
way. This motion might have meore claim
to recognition if the indusiry were estab-
lished and successfully operating at Lake
Campion.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
The State is taking all the risk at the pre-
sent time.

Mr, MeDOXALD: But the industry is
so important that the State is prepaved to
visk ahout £90,000 of the people’s money
in the initial stages of developing the de-
posits and putting the product on the mar-
ket. I do not sngezest that this man would
be necessarily reimbursed hy a sum of
money. 1 say that he wonld he yuite con-
tent with recognition in the shape of, say,
a couple of sharves in the body which has
been formed to exploit these particular de-
posits. After all, the State has a great many
of the shares, the great preponderance of
the shares, in the organisatton whieh has
heen set up to work the deposits. A couple
of those shares could be transferved to Mr.
Chandler without intexfering in any way
with the existing ngreement. Under that
agreement he would have no right to infer-
fere in the control or management of the
working of the deposits; and he would then
be given a share far less than that which
has been given to other people concerned in
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the deposits. But there wonld then he some
recognition, apart from Mr. Chandler’s
name being associated with the place, of the
value of his pioneering work, and the dis-
covery which stands to the credit of Mr.
Chandler. It was suggested by the Minister
for Industrial Development that My, Chand-
ler had made no request for some recog-
nition; but in a statement which I myseif
forwarded to the Minister the following
appears:—

Besumé of Mr, J. Chandler’s claim for re-

cognition in any agrcement entered into he-
tween Martin brothers and the State Govern-
ment, or Martin brothers and the Federal Gov-
ernment, or Martin brothers and both the State
‘and the Federal Governments, I as discoverer
of the deposits am deeply coneerned as to any
agreement that may be made in connection
with the holders outside my reward area. My
reward area is of comsiderable importance, hut
can be left out, as the remainder conld be
worked. Consequently I would be frozen out
of what is still in my possession, the reward
area.
That is a resumé of Mr. Chandler’s claim to
recognition. I suggest to the Minister and
the House that a couple of shares in this
organisation could he given to Mr, Chandlex
in recognition of his work as discoverer, and
of his work in trying to test these deposits
withont burdening the State or anybody
clse. Of course the shares will not be worth
anything unless, as the Minister has stated,
the ore deposits turn out to be of merchani-
able value. Without going into what may
happen on the goldfields, I suggest it would
be a very wise thing for the State in such a
case as this to set up a precedent that where
the State takes over the benefit of a dis-
covery in the national interest, it is not go-
ing to frecze out and ignore the man who
is the pionerer and discoverer.

T wish to add that Mr. Chandler has not
only discovered these leases, but has worked
them for some time, trying to prove their
commereial value. He tried to get a pilot
plant for testing purposes, but he conld get
no response from the State. It was not uniil
the last two or three years, when the war

- —made these deposits of importance, that the -

State gave assistance to get a pilot plant.
Without disparaging the work done by
Martin brothers or their ascociates, I would
suy that the possibility of working the de-
posits was ebtained by our University at
public expense—not obtained by Martin
brothers, who now participate substantially
in the agreement ; obtained hecause the State
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stepped in under the pressure of war and
wade available funds for proving the possi-
bility of working the deposits. Marlin
brothers participated in the henefits from
that work of the State. If it is good enough
for Martin brothers, whose elaim to recogni-
tion I do not contest, most certainly it is a
fair thing that the man who was first asso-
ciated with the deposits, who found them
and worked them and did bis best to make
them commercially valuable, should receive
at least some recognition in any deal made
by the State. I therefore lenve this motion
as a matter of justice and equity to the
House, not in order that any undue benefit
may be derived from its passing, buf in
order to obtain some small recogaition, which
can be by way of a couple of shares, to the
man who found and tested the deposits which
the Minister has repeatedly stated may be
of immense, of almost incalenlable value, to
the futnre of Western Australia.

Question put and a division taken with
the following vesult:—

Avyeg .. .. . 13
Noes 16
Majority against 3
Ak En.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Seward

Mr, Hill Mr, Thorn

Mr Kecnan Mr, Warner

Mr. MeDeonald Mr. Watta

My, MeLarty Mr. Willmoit

Mr. Perkins Mr. Douey

Mr. Sampsnh (Feltery

NoOEs,

Mr. Coverley Mr. Marshall

Mr. Cross Mr. Nulsen

Mr. Fox Mr. Panton

Mr, Hawke Mr, Tonkin

Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Triat

Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Willcock

Mr. Kelly Mr. Withers

Mr. lLeahy Mr. Wilaon

tTelier)

Question thus negatived.

RESOLUTION—RAILWAY TFREIGHTS
AND TARES.

As to Suggested Increase.

- DMessage from.the Council now..constdercd
requesting the Assembly’s eoncurrence in the
foliowing resolution :—

That in the opinion of this House the ali-
round inerease of 1214 per cent. in railway
fares and freights (as suggested by Mr. Ray-
nor, Deputy Secretary of the Railway Depart-
ment) would be an unfair tax on mining, agri-
cultural and pastoral producers; and further,
that no increase in railway charges should be
impoged without submission to Parliament.
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HON. N. EEENAN (Nedlands) [2.39]:
I move—

That the resolution he agreed to.

The rvesolution was passed unanimously in
another place. It had the support of all
parvties there and has come to us under those
cireamstances. It is elearly divisible into two
parts.

The Premier: My word, it is!

Hon. N. KEENAN: I will indicate the
two parts. The Rrst is—

That in the opinion of this House the all-

round inerease of 12V per cent, in railway
fares and freights (s suggested by Mr Ray-
nor, Deputy Secretary of the Railway Depart-
ment} would be an unfair tax on mining, agri-
cultural and pastoral producers.
I propose to deal only with the effeet of the
unfair tax on mining and to leave it to other
members to point out to what extent such an
imposition would be an unfair tax on agri-
cultural and pastoral producers. The seeond
part is a request that no increase in railway
charges should be imposed withont submis-
sion to Parliament.

The Premier: If that is the opinion of
Parliament, the Aet had hetter he amended.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I intend first to deal
with that portion of the vesolution stating
that the imposition of the inerease would
he an unfair tax—indeed, an intolerable
burden—on gold producers. T would remind
the Chamber what is often forgotten, that
from the very ineeption of the railway ser-
vice on the goldfields it has been highly pay-
ahle. A goldficlds rate was imposed on the
very first day that railway communiecation
was established with Kalgoorlie, with Cool-
gardie, even, T think, with Southern Cross,
far in excess of the ordinary vate, Tt waa
so much in excess that the contraetors
for the construction of the line made
a fortune out of it during the shert time
they were allowed to enjoy the line after its
canstraction and hefore handing it over to
the Government.

The Premier: That was not the Govern-
ment’s policy but was done by the contrac-
tors.

Ilon. N. KEENAXN: What was?

The Premier: The impesition of an ex-
cessively high rate,

Hon, N. KEENAN: 1 am mevely point-
ing out the fact. o wander into the realm
of the authorship serves no purpose. Tt is
a fact that the rafte has always been highly
pavable and there is no justification for an
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increase in the case of the goldiields, what-
ever justification may be alleged for its
imposition in other parts of the State. It
has been and still is a highly payable rate.
To add 12%% per cent. in the present con-
dition of the goldfields would be to hit the
people there when they are least able to bear
the blow, when every penny counts and
when, consequently, the effect of an inerease
would be ecolossal in its magnitude. Nobody
knows better than the Government itself, or,
at any rate, the Minister for Mines, what a
keen struggle the mines bave to earry on.
There has been a great inerease in the cost
of all that is used in mining, and of course
A big increase in food costs on the goldfields.
All that would be increased by an additional
1234 per cent. in railway charges. Sales
tax is added on to the landed cost, and con-
sequently the sales tax would be super-
imposed on that 12145 per eent. It is un-
questioned that the goldfields counld not bhear
that burden, and no words of mine are
needed to indicate that it would be an act
of suicide to atfempt to enforee such an
imposition,

T turn now to the other portion of the
resolution, requesting that inereases in rail-
way charges should not be imposed without
being submitted to Parliament. That does
not mean in any sense the amendment of
the Railway Aet or any other Act. It means
that hefore a step of this kind is given cffect
to there should be an opportunity to dis-
cuss in Parliament what would be the result
of such action. Should we wait until Pax-
Tliament has risen, and take advantage of
the recess, to put in foree a erneinl matter
like this?

The Premier: Who do yot imply did that?

Hon, N. KEENAN: T am not implying
that it has been done at all, mt we want to
prevent its being done,

The Premier: Do von imply that
Government wiil de it?

Hon. N. KEENAX: No. This part of
the resolution seeks te prevent its hap-
pening.

this

The Premier: mention  the

recess?

Hon. N. KEENAXN: This resointion de-
eires to prevent such a move heing made
when Parliament is not sitting. Tn effect
it savs, “If you want to increase our railway
rates by 121% per cent. do so while Parlia-
ment is sitting so that members may criticise
the proposal.”

Why then
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The Premier: That means altering the
law.

Hon. N. KEEXAN: No, it is to alter a
rule of conduct. Things, to which exeeption
may he taken if Parliament were sitting,
should not be done in the vecess. Viewed
from that angle very small exception can
be taken to the phraseclogy used. But my
principal concern is the possible attempt to
impose an undue and impossible burden on
the goldfields, and I feel sore that cvery
goldfields member will support me in urging
that point.

MR. SEWARD (I’ingelly): I support the
notion and express the hope that the Hounse
will not agree to the inerease.

The Premier: There is no proposal to make
any increases.

My, SEWARD: We have not been able tv
get a statement to that effect from the Min-
ister responsible,

Mz, Doney: Is theve any intention to do
so?

The Premier: Not so far as T know.

The Minister for Railways: The whole
thing is a bogey.

Mr. SEWARD: It is not supposition and
it is not a bogey. The statement was made
by a responsible officer of the Railway De-
partment in the person of Mr. Raynor, Act-
ing Secretary for Railways. Endeavours
have more than once been made this session
to get an expression of opinion from the
Minister that it is not the intention to make
the increase.

Mr. Uross: You arve pretending that the
department is going to de it.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. SEWARD: If the Minister for Rail-
ways will give the House an assurance that
it is not proposed lu introduce these extra
freights without the concurrence of the
House T am perfectly willing to aceept that
assurance and sit down.

Mr. Cross: Why adopt an attitude—

.. .Alr. SPEAKER: Ovdert

Mr. SEWARD: The Minister will not give

us that assurance with the result that the
country people—and by the way the notion
might be amended to read “country people
generally”’—are seriously concerned at the
Minister’s statement. It was ouly a few years
ago when added freights were imposed on
country distriets.
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The Minister for Railways: What state-
ment did the Minister for Railwavs make in-
dicating that the 1215 per cent. would be
added ?

Mr, SEWARD: What statement did he
make to refute that made by a responsihle
oflicer of the Railway Department?

The Minister for Railway<: The Mmister
has never considered 1t.

My, SEWARD: The secoud highest official
in the department made a statement to the
Girants Commission,

The TPremier: He is
highest,

Mr. SEWARD: He is acting Secretary,
and My, Tomlinson is acting Commissionery.
Tnterjeclions will not get us any further.
All the Minister has to do is to make a defi-
nite statement that there is no intention to
impose these extra freights and the whole
thing will be finished. As the Minister re-
mains silent T assume that he is not going lo
tnake that statement. Some years ago an
extra 10 per eent. was added in the easc of
country people.

The Minister for Railways: When¥

My, SEWARD: 8peaking ofthand I should
say in 1939. I will refresh the Minister’s
memory. The “C” class freighis were, on
that occasion, inereased with the result that
the Kalgoorlie freight rose from £3 16s. per
ton to £4 3s. 7d.; Katanning was increased
from £2 14s. 4d. to £2 19s. 9d.; Geraldton
from £3 18s. 9d. to £4 6s. 7d.; and Wiluna
from £5 18s. to £6 10s Gd. If this extra
12445 per cent. is to be imposed on top of
that inerease members will sce what an in-
superable burden will be placed on the
contry users of the railways as against the
city nsers. I will in a moment give some
examples dealing with the eity users. Since
the oceazion when these last inereases were
meide a further and most wnjustifiable in-
erease was made in regard to wheat haulage,
which, again, the country residents had to
pay. I refer to the fact that wheat taken to
its nearest port, say Geraldton—as it hap-

ahout the FAfth

- pened-to “be~in ‘this ease, due “to the -Tart

that no boat was there to lift it owing to the
exigencies of war—had to be moved to some
other port, cither Fremantle, Bunbury or
elsewhere, for loading. That wheat was
moved, not at the special wheat rate, hut at
the grain rate—a higher rate—and it had to
be shifted hecauvse of something over which
the grower had no control.
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The Premier: The grower did not have to
pay it.

Mr. SEWARD: He did on this oeccasion.

The Premier: That was a general charge
against the Wheat Pool.

Mr. SEWARD: It came out of the ex-
penses of the \WWheat Pool and the money
available to the grower.

The Premier: It was paid by the Com-
monwealth Government,

Mr. SEWAHRD: This is the first time I
have heen told that. I have alwavs under-
stood that it was paid dirvectly by the
grower.

The Premier: You know that the price of
wheat is some amount, less freight.

Mvr. Watts: On this occasion that was not
$0.
Mr. SEWARD: 1 am not referring to the
ordinary charges. 1 know that wheat is
purchased at so much per bushel less freight
and handling charges, ete.,, but this was an
added charge imposed solely hecause of the
exigencies of the war, and it is a charge
which certainly should not be borne by the
wheat grower.

The Premier: Should it be borne by the
Railway Department ?

Mr. SEWARD: No, by the Commonwealth
Government. If the department was put to
extra expense because of war conditions it
had a legitimate c¢laim against the Common-
wealth Government, The burden should not
have been placed on the unfortunate pro-
ducer. I have given these instaneces of coun-
try people being charged extra on “C” class
trafic. 'When I say “country people” I in-
clude the residents of country towns as well
as the others, because the storekeepers have
to pay these added freights with the result
that they are severely hit and, if another
12145 per cent. 1s added, Kalgoorlie, which
went up by 7s. 7d. per ton, will go up an-
other 9s. or so. In addifion we have the
inerease in the case of small goods. T had a
case of an inercase of about 150 per cont.
on a consigunment of cges. It used to cost
the grower in this particular case about 6d.
to send bis eggs to Perth, but when the new
freight was imposed it cost him Is. 6d.

I want now to give an instance of how
the city people fared as compared with the
country people. These inereases, generally
speaking, have bheen imposed in order to re-
compense the railways for reduced traffic.
Looking for a moment at the goods traffic
and livestock carried on the railways, in
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1928 the average earnings per ton were
14s. 2.3d.; in 1934 135s. 6.1d.; in 1939
19s. 7.2d. and in 1942 £1 Us, 8.3d. So from
1929 to 1942 it has gone from 1ds. 2d. to
£1 0s. 3d. Yet we are told that the country
people must pay these big increases in order
to mnake the railways pay.

Let ns take the passenger farves! Country
passenger traffic averaged, in 1934, 5s. 5.3d.;
in 1939 6s. 6.2d., and in 1942 7s. 2d. There
again we find a big increase. Contrast that
with the suburban traffie! In 1934 it re-
furned 3d, per passenger; in 1939 2%d. per
passenger and in 1942 3Vid. per passenger.
In the eight years it increased from 3d. to
3%d. per head. It can, therefore, he seen
that it is the country users of the wailways
who are paying these added imposts.

The Premier: That is because the passen-
gers are fravelling longer distances. There
has been no inerease in fares.

Mr. SEWARD: If the Government made
the general taxpayer meet any increases,
there would be some equity because the man
who does not use the railways would then
be taxed, but here the Government is taxing
the man whom it should encourage to use
the railways. Tt must be remembered that
the railways are doing a national serviece
and are run on unprofitable lines, but in the
interests of the State. They should be re-
compensed from general revenue instead of
increases being put on to the unfortunate
people using them, and thereby doing their
hest to make the undertaking a payable pro-
position. It is appropriate on this motion
to mention the present position of the rail-
wavs a5 far as passengers are concerned,
hecanse it is important that the railwavs
should maintain their present patronage su
that they will be better able to pay their
way. If the Minister were to see the con-
ditions prevailing on our railways today he
would know that some change is reguired.
It is almost impossible fo get a seat in the
diesel car. Twice in recent weeks when
the House was mecting at 11 a.m. T found,
on ringing Katanning, that 99 people were
travelling on the diescl ear which had aceom-
modation for 80. The next week it carried
101 passengers. Last Friday morning I was
travelling in a compartment with seating
accommodation for 40 adults and 10 people
were sitting on their luggage. We could
hardly move in and out of the train. If an
accident oceurs to one of these passenger
traing a holocaust will result. The Albany
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train pulled in to Spencer’s Brook the othar
night with 340 passengers on hoard. It had
aceommodation for 250.

The Minister for Railways: Do you sug-
gest that we should not earry more than the
proper complement?

Mr. SEWARD: If a person pays Lis fare
bz should not be foreced to stand up. It is
pot right to have women and children stand-
ing from Narrogin and Wagin to Perth.

The Minister for Railways: Shonld we
leave them behind?

Mr. SEWARD: No. A steam train shounld
be put on and if there is then not sufficient
accommodation prioritics for travel should
be issned. I sympathise with the Minister
in his diffienlties, but he has stenm trains and
should use them.

The Minister for Railways: We have not
sufficient stesm trains.

Mr, SEWARD: Then the Minister should
issue priorities and pravent unnecessary
travel, He should do something to prevent
the overcrowding that is going on at the
present time. I assure the JMinister and the
CGovernment that the country people are seri-
ously concerned. If effect is not going to
he given fo this suggestion then let the Min-
ister say so. So far, we have not been able
to get that assurance. I therefore support
the motion and hope that the House will
agree to it.

MR, WATTS (Katanning): Like the
member for Pingelly, if there were any de-
finite undertaking from the Minister that
there will be no inerease—

The Premier: How could he give that?

Mr. WATTS: — in railway freights and
fares, I wounld not support the resolution,
which in that event would not possibly even
have made its appearance on ths notice
paper.

The Premier: How counld the Minister give
any such undertaking in view of all the eir-
enmstances regarding what may happen in
the next 12 months?

Mr, WATTS: T will not enter into a dis-
- cussion as to the advisability or otherwise of
the Minister giving any sueh undertaking,
but merely say that if he were to give any
‘such intimation the resolution would be un-
necessary because 1 feel, for one, that 1
would bz able to rely upon the Minister’s
undertaking. In my opinion, the Govern-
ment itzelf is responsible for the motion
before the House. If it had given plain
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answers to plain (uestions asked in this
House in November, I doubt very much if
the resolution would bhave been moved at
all. On the other hand, we have heard from
the Government that the officer who made
the statement complained of was not one of
any preat importance and that he did not
say that the inerense of 1215 per cent in
freights and fares was proposed. Let us
see what the report that appeared in “The
West Australian” in November last with re-
fevence to evidener given hefore the Com-
monwealth Grants Commission, had to say
on the peint. The report stated—

The finanecial position of the State railways

was explained by Mr. P. C. Raynor, Deputy
Secretary of the Railway Department,
At that time AMr, Raynor was acting as
Deputy Secretary of Railways. He was
Deputy Secretary of Railways when he gave
vvidenee for the department before the Com-
monwealth Grants Commission. If ihat is
not evidenee given by a responsible officer of
the Railway Department, T want to know
what responsible evidence is. There can he
no doubt whatever that Mr. Ravnor, acting
as he was at the time as Deputy Secretary
of Railways, was a responsible officer giving
responsible evidence.

The Premier: He had no authority from
the Government to make that statement.

Mr, WATTS: If he made the statement
that he is reported to have made—and [
will read the report of his avidence from
“The West Australian”—and that officer
was not a responsible officer or—

[Bir, Withers took the Chair.]

The Premier: Had no authority to make
the statement.

Mr. WATTS: —or had no anthoritv to
make the statement attributed to him, then
the answers given by the Minister for Rail-
ways to my questions were unjustifiable. So
whichever way the Government chooses to
put the matter, it will be in the wrong, and
that is the position.

The Premicr; The Goavernment does not
think so.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER.: Order!

Mr. WATTS: The report in “The West
Australian” of Mr. Raynor's evidenee con-
tinned— '

Rigid economy in every possible direction
and the enforced aceumulation of a heavy lia-
hility for the future in the shape of postponed
maintenance and deferred holidays provided

the explanation why in a year in which earn-
inge advanced by £424,000
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The House might take note of that state-
ment,

—working cxpenses, despite the addition of
burdens listed, inereaged by £26R8,000. Opera-
tional expenses due to extra wages and fuel
costs and the large volume of husiness handled
were higher than in the previous year but main-
tenanee expenditure showed a substantial de-
cline and it wns only by evaluating working
not done and Liabilities deferred that the year’s
operations could be viewed in their proper
perspective, The loss on working for the year
19041-42 bad proper provisions been possible
for accruel linhilities, would have been ut least
£365,000 higher than the £62477 actually re-
corded, The rise in costs recently was greater
than the rate of carnings. At present the rail-
woys earnings were at their penk.

That is very ynestionable: 1 think they are
increasing all the time during the curvent
year.

The deficit of £62,400 for 1941-42 was likely
ie be higher this year. It would be approxi-
mately £220,000, Maintenance had been suf-
fering during the war. A Jarge amount of
loan money-—at least £1,000,000—wounld he
needed fo hring the railways up to a modern-
ised standard. Tlere were no veserves for re-
pairs, renewals and reconstruction. Inereases
in farves and freights were under consideration,
All round rises of 1214 per eemt. were pro-
posed.

The Premier: That was an answer given
nnder eross-examination,

Mr. WATTS:
Wood,

The Premicr: Well, he spoke without his
hook.

Mr. WATTS: Following on that, T asked
the Minister for Railways some questions,

Mr. MeDonnld: Did the Commissioner of
Railways repudiate the statement of his
officer ?

The Premier: No, It is the duty of offi-
cora to give consideration to matters of this
sort, but that does not say that the Govern-
ment will adopt their recommendations.

My, MeDonald: Quite so; I merelv asked
whether the oliee’s statement on this oeca-
sion had heen vepudiated.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

member for Katanning will proveed.

Mr. WATTS: On the 1ith November I
asked the Minister for Railways the fol-
lowing question-—-

Ty it intended to sulnnit the proposal to Par-
Railways to make an all-round inerease on rail-
way freights and fares of 1235 per cent. s
published in the Press on Saturdav last in the
report of evidence given hy the Deputy Secre-
tary of the Railway Department to rhe Com-
monwealth Grants Commission?

Yes, in answer to Dr.

The
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I further asked him the guestion—

_ Is it intended to submit the proposal to Par-
liament Lefore bringing it into operation? If
the report is not correct, will he inform the
Houge in what circumstances such a report
appeared in the Press?

T zave the Minister an opportunity to in-
form the Houss and the people of the State
at the time whether the statement of Mr.
Raynor had heen made withont authoviry,
This is the auswer 1 received from  the
Minister—

The Government will toke full responsibility,
Lut the matter hns not yet been considered by
Cabinet,

There is no snggestion whatever in the reply
to my question to indicate that Mx. Raynor
did not have the requisite anthority to make
the statement, although that has been sug-
gested in the House this afternoon. The
follewing week I asked the Minister for
Railways further questions regarding this
matter. My guestions read—

1. If, as lie stated last week, the Govern-
ment knows nothing of nny proposed increase
in railway freights and fares of 124 pev cent.
all round, will ha take action to ensure that

sucl statements are mot mide by responsille
officials!

2, Will he assurc the House that if auny
recomnendation for such an inerease is made
fe him by the Commissioner, Parlinment will
be given an opportunity te say ¥es or no to
thie proposal before any aetion is taken to put
such a recommendation into effect?

The Minister replied—

1 and 2. No. The statement made hy {he

ofFeinl wng not inaccurate,
The Minister did not say that no increase
was contemplated or was likely to he im-
posed.  He merely said that the otficial’s
statement was not inacenrate. That wenns to
say that the official may have sait 1214 per
eent. when he meant 15 per cent, or perhaps
10 per cent. However, the Minister's reply
eontinued—

A recommendation was in course of transit
to me by the Deputy (ommissioner of Rail-
ways in accordance with Seetion 22 of the
Government Railways Act. That recommen-

dation has not yet received the consideration of
Cahinet.

And so np to that point and up to the pre-
sent we still do not know what is the (Gov-
ernment's point of view regarding this mat-
ter. We have asked questions in a reason-
able and proper manner, aml we luve heen
fobhed off with insufiicient and, in my
opinion, discourteous replies.

The Premier: Discounrtenus?
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Mr. WATTS: Yes, discourteous; because,
if a member asks whether an official had
authority to make a statement and does not
receive a reply, I elaim that is discourteous.

The Premier: No.

Mr. WATTS: In this instance, a member
asked a question in a proper and reasonable
manner, and he was entitled to an answer
to the question—but there was no answer.

Mr. Marshall: Is that the only answer of
that sort you have notieed?

Mr. WATTS: It is merely one of dozens
of such instances, hbut I am dealing only
with the one before me at the moment. This
type of discourtesy should not he permitted
to continue. I see no reazon why a question
that is couched in a proper manner—indeed,
I suppose a question would not be allowed
to remain on the records of the Honse if not
couched in a proper manner—and in de-
finite terms, should not he answered in a
reasonable and comprehensive manner, We
find that is not always so. Subsequently a
member of the Legislative Couneil hrought
this matter before the notice of that House,
as a result of which, by a unanimouns decision
of that Chamber, the resolution under dis-
cassion 15 now before this Yionse. I suggest
it is worthy of support. I agree that if the
Minister conld give us a sufficient assurance
that nothing of the kind is contemplated, as
far as I am concerned the resolution could
go into the waste-paper basket. So far we
have received nothing of the sort.

We know that the railway revenue is sub-
stantially greater this year than it was dur-
ing the previous 12 months, and we know
perfectly well, too, that the Government im-
posed an inerease on vailway freights two
or three years ago which was estimated to
produce additional revenne aggregating
£50,000. Some protest was made against that
in this House, but the Government was in a
position to get its way and the extra charges
were imposed. But in the difficulf conditions
existing today, particalarly in the rural in-
dustries, we are not in a position to bear the
. imposition of any additional eharges. Those
engazed in the roral industries are the ones
that have to bear these extra charges.
Whether they send their goods to Perth for
gale or whether they buy poods in Perth to
be railed to them, the inevitable result is
that the extra charge falls on them. There-
fore T have no hesitation in saying that we
who represent constitueneies outside the
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metropolitan area caunot possibly contem-
plate any increase of railway freights and
fares.

Ag I have said, we have the statemenl
made by the Deputy Secretary of the Rail-
way Department in November last, not con-
tradicted hy the Commissioner of Railways
or any responsible person, and a series of
questiong which have not been given proper
answers in this House, as they should have
been. Then I turn to the report of the
Commissioner of Railways for the year ended
the 30th June, 1942, and find that the revenue
of the railways has heen steadily rising dur-
ing the last fonr years. Admitiedly working
expenses have been sleadily rising also, but
the revenue has definitely inereased. Earn-
ings per average mile worked have risen
From £832 in 1939 to £912 in 1942, The
earnings pev train mile have risem from
128.51d. in 1939 to 147.624, in 19242, and the
working expenses have risen from 103.964d.
in 1939 to 111.78d. in 1942. Whereas in
1939 there was a differenee of only 25d. be-
tween carnings and working expenses, in
1942 there was a difference of 36d. per train
mile. So there is no evidence whatever that
the inerense in earnings has not been snffi-
cient to offset the increase in working ex-
penses; in fact, the contrary is the case.

Although I make full allowanee for the
difficulties being experienced by the Railway
Department and the assistance given in the
national interest, the department is not im-
pressing the public with its ability to pro-
vide a satisfactory service. On the contrary
the service is steadily getting worse, as the
member for Pingelly indicated.

The Premier: He can always find room to
complain.

Mr. WATTS: T find myself in exactly the
same position ag the member for Pingelly.
T cannot get a train that runs anywhere near
ta time.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Has that any-
thing to do with the motion before the
House?

Alr. WATTS: Yes. The Government is
not justified in imposing increased charges,
espeeially if it ecannot give the people a
proper service to warrant the increased
charges. If the Government eame forward
with a proposition to reorganise, co-ordin-
afe and improve the serviee, so that it would
he perhaps 50 per cent. more satisfactory,
Parliament might be prepared to contem-
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plate an inerease of cven 12! per cent. in
the charges. Most of us do not mind pay-
ing Gd., 1s., or even 2s, in the pound more
for something that is worth it, but we have
a decided ohjection to paying any sum in
exeess of what we are paying for a servies
that is a lot worse than it was some years
ago. Therefore [ am fully justified in argu-
ing along those lines. MHowever, I do not
intend to proeced fnrther on those lines.
I strongly support the motion and hope it
will be carried. In the face of the cvi-
dence before the House, the Commissioner
of Railways did intend to make such an in-
crease, aud his responsible offieer said so to
the Grants Commission, and the Minister,
when given the oppertunity, would not deny
or qualify the statement. Therefore this
motion is justified.

THE PREMIER: The circumstances out
of which this coniroversy arose arc such as
might oecur at any time and not be the re-
sult of deliberate policy. When evidence is
being tendered to the Grants Commission
various departinental officevs ave called npon
to explain the position of their departments,
s0 that the Commission mayv get an idea of
the prospects of revenue and expenditure and
make up its mind regarding the needs of the
State for a grant. In pursuanee of that
potiey the Under-Treasurer, who presented
the case to the Comission. ealled, amongst
other witnesres, an official of the Nnilwayx
Department, Mr, Rawvnor, who is a very
zood offiecr, hbut by no means

My, Triat: Tactful?

The PREMIER : He is tactful enough, but
he is by ne means a very senior officer. There
arc the Commissioner, the secretary, the
assistant-sceretary and Mr., Raynor.

AMy. Doney: He was eertainly occupying
a senior position at the time.

The PREMIER: Because the nssistant-
seevetary, Mr. Revmond, who usually under-
takes these duties, was away with a com-
mission for a few weeks, and Mr. Raynor
was neting.  In presenting evidence to the
Grants Commission, one dnes not want to
paint too bright a pieture.

Mr. Boyle: Mr. Raynoy mave a prepared
statement.

The PREMIER : T stated by way of inter-
juetion that the reference to increased charges
was not part of the prepared statement. Tt
was hrought ont in eross-examination. As
I was -aving, a prepared sltatement should
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not paint too bright a picture in regard to
the finances of the State. We try to give a
faiv exposition, but it i hetter to take n
gloomy view so as to impress the Commission
on the matter of assistance needed by this
Ntate.

Mr. Seward: Mind the Grants Commission
does not gei hold of that =tatement.

The PREMIER: Members of the Grants
(‘ommtission are very shrewd and have a full
understanding of human nature, In making
a reyuest for a grant nobody would paint an
excessivelv rosy picture of the financial
prospeels of the State, We endeavour to be
fair and give all possible information,
ond the Commission has expressed a high
appreciation of the completeness of the in-
formation given it.  Consequently the Com-
mission naderstands the position. Mr. Ray-
nor suid that as far as the railways were ean-
cerned the position had not heen ton happy.
LIe pointed out that two or three yvears ago
the loss was £200,000 or £300,000 and though
the position had improved, lie conld not paint
a rosy pieture of the fuiure. He said that
costs were mounting in every possible way.
FEvervhody will agree with that statement.
He pointed out that the deparfment was
faced with the burden of meeting n consider-
ahle increase in the hasic wage, which had
gone up 75, or 8« Then the vailways had to
tind money for the pay-roll tax as woll as
a large sum for payvment to the War Damage
Commission. There were other thines that,
led to ineveased costs apart from the difli-
eulties arising from manpower.

Al those adverse civenmstances were ex-
plained to the Grants Commission, and
properly so. One of the Commissioners, Dr.
Wood, said, in cffeet, that the witness had
painted a very gloomy pieture and asked
what the department proposed to do. The
witness said there was no proposal, but the
department had considered that if necossary
—1I do not know whether he qualified the
statoment—it might increase vailway freichts
and fares by 12L: per cent. Ta (o that,
however, is the provinee of the Commis-
sioner.  Legislation hearing on that matter
provides that the Comnissioner may, with
the approval of the Minister, from time to
time fix the charges to he paid for freights
and fares by persons nsing the railways,
And that is why the Minister’s answer to
the Leader of the Opposition was that the
Government would aceept Full responsihility,
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as set out in the Act, for any increases that
might be imposed. The outlook of the rail-
ways depends largely on the State's finan-
cial position. Tf that financial position is
such that even in the event of the Railway
Department losing £100,000, or £200,000, or
even a quarter of a million, while the rest
of the revenue was buoyant, rather than put
an additional impost on the users of the
railways we would say, “We will stand the
deficit of the Railway Department.”

Everything depends on how the finances
arce shaping,. We do not treat the railways
as a distinet entity in Government services
and say that whatever happens in the Rail-
way Department is bottled up there and we
have to make the railways pay, and theve-
fore if we cannot make them pay we shall
have to raise freights, or retrench, or
aholish some of the many advantages given
to the people throngh the railway admims-
tration. Instead, the whole question of
Government finance is smrveved in all its
bearings—what is happening in the mining
ndustry, what iz happening in the Lands
Department, whether the farmers nre having
a good senson and the Agricultural Bank
can live up to its interest obligations. We
consider whether the Metropolitan Water
Supply is paying its way, whether the Fre-
mantle wharf is handling a lot of shipping
or no shipping, whether the goldfields are
keeping up. We visualise the whole amhil of
Government services in all their asperts, tak-
ing evervthing into considerntion. We also
have to consider whether the Commonwealth
Grants Commission has lbeen liberal or has
been niggardly. This yvear we have an in-
evease of £125.000 or £130,000 in our grant,

If the Railway Department’s financial
position fails to improve, the Commissioner
may have to inform the Government that
an imerease of freights and fares is neces-
sary. Then it will be for me as Treasurer
to inquire whether it is necessary for all
State departments to raise e¢harges or whe-
ther & e¢nneession ean he given here or there.
Tntil the whole position has been surveyed,
we cannot give an iufelligent and useful
reply to such a question as asked by the
member for Pingelly. T think the Leader of
the Opposition wil] recognise that the Min-
ister’s veply was intelligent and truthful.
And T think the Leader of the Opposition
will also reengnise that this is a satisfac-
tory, truthful and courteous explanation of
the answer given by the Minister for Rail-
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ways. The survey will take some time. In-
stead of having as we had last year a de-
fieit of £50,000 or £60,000 for January, we
anticipate a surplus of £20,000 or £30,000
this year, as the figures in foday’s “West
Australian” indieate. When the railway
finanein! position was unfavourable, I might
have said that the Government would have to
consider an inerease of railway freights. But
the Government’s feeling was that we could
hold off increases for another month, and
then again perhaps for a further month after
that. The Government is fully eognisant of
the fact that any increase in our railway
freights represents a burden on the people.
The Government has not imposed such a
burden; and if we can get round without
doing so, we shall not do it. Moreover, I
have given a definite promise to the Com-
monwealth Government, as other State Pre-
miers have done, that so far as is humanly
possible the Government of Western Aus-
tralia will sece that there is no defieit in the
State’s finances, so that the Commonwealth
Government will have the whole of the finan-
cial resources of Australia fo draw on for
War purposes.

This Government is endeavouring by every
possibly cconomy so to arrange the State’s
finances that there will be no deficit. The
Mines Department is being severely cur-
tailed. Only last werk the Minister for Mines
almost with tears in his eyes, informed me
that the Big Bell Mine on the Murchison
was due to close down for lack of manpower
—not for any other rveason. Such things
may come upon us at any time. It is g
calamity and a eatastrophe that a mine of
that description, whieh led the way in treat-
ment of low-grade ore, a mine that has been
going for two or three years now, has been
placed in such a position. Tt is heing closed
down for lack of manpower. T as Premier
have assured the Commonwealth Prime Min-
ister that we shall halanee the ledger if we
possibly ean. In two or three months it may
be possible for us to report that Government
finance here is such that we can get round.
Cabinet would say that no inerease of rail-
way Ffreights would be necessary at that
date, but that cverything depended on eir-
cumstanees. We have the member for Pin-
welly inguiving, “Why don’t you tell us what
¥ou are going to do?” Many of us wish to
know what is going to happen after nine
months or 12 months, so that we can take
our preeantinns. We cannot know, and



2430

therefove I tell the hon. member, courtecnsly,
that the Government i: unable to give 2
straighiforward answer in regard to railway
charges or waier supply rates or the public
debt; that cireumstanees will dictate what
we shall do.

The fact that we are able to get round
financially without an increase in rilway
freights is encouraging. XNo man, however
intelligent he may be, could satisfy the hon.
wember’s curiosity.  All I ean say is that
if the linancial position does not deteriorate,
if circumstances remain as they appear to he
at the moment, there will be no increase in
railway freights. 1 consider that to be a
very complete, straightforward answer. 1t
is not an answer which could be given in
replying to a question asked in the Chamber.
There was no discourtesy, either, in the
Minister’s reply that this Government wounld
take full responsibility for whatever was
done, The railways are suffering under tre-
mendous disadvantages. I know that their
wages hill and war damage insurance pre-
miums have inereased enormously. Mainten-
ance has not been carried out in the way it
should be, thongh not allowed to fall below
safety point. For instanee, we are not paint-
ing station buildings nor carrying out reno-
vations. XNeither is the hon. member paint-
ing his house.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Hon, N. Keenan: You are leaving a lot
more undone.

The PREMIER: That may be so, but
nevertheless the finaneial position of the
railways is not getting any worse. We have
had tremendously heavy charges loaded on
to the railways. There has been an increase
of £250,000 in the wages bill owing to basic
wage variations. That takes a preat deal of
overcominz. Then there is war damage in-
surance. We have spent £40,000 or £30,000
in this connection for no useful purpose at
all.

The Minister for Railways: Then there is
the pay-voll tax.

The PREMIER : Yes, 215 per cent.! If we
can el over the diiffienlty by making other
Government departments manage, we will
not inerease railway freights. I conld deal
with this motion for quife a long while and
tell members what my experience has been
as Minister for Railways. TFor six sueces-
sive years after my appointmeni—although
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the previous Government had inereased rail-
way freights enormously—we had no in-
erease in freights. On the other hand, re-
ductions were made. During the finuneial
depression the hasie wage lell {rom £4 7=. to
£3 9s., but no decrease in railway freights
was made by the then Government, which
was comprized of members opposite, When
the basic wage rose again we introduced the
State Transport Co-ordination Aect, co-in-
cidental with which we redueed railway
freights by £100,000 a year. The only in-
crease in rates that we have made was zome
two or three years ago, when we reimpo<ed
some of the reduetions—to the extent of
about half—that we had made. Compared
with the railway positien of 10 vears ago,
rates have not been inercased. That is the
record of this Government, which has Dheen
in office for nhout 16 of those 19 years.
Alv. North: That would mean that the rail-
way rales are actually lower today in rela-
tion to the purchasing power of the pound.
The PREMIER: Yes, if the hon. member
desires to go into the realm of high finance.
The member for Pingelly introduced ancther
aspect. He spoke of the diversion of wheat
from Albany or Bunbury to Fremantle. As
a matter of faet, each ton of wheat carried
by the department—from an actuarial stand-
peint; I ean take no other basis—results in
a loss to the department. The average cost
per ton per mile is about 1.7d, Wheat is
carried over the railways for 1.1d. or 1.2d,,
an average of 14d. per ton less than the
average cost to the whole system. Wheat
does not materially add to the praefit of the
department in such circumstances. We ac-
cept that responsibility, however, in the in-
terests of the development of the State, We
are anxious to give every consideration fo
the agricultural community, whose princi-
pal product is wheat. We desire to carry
this product at the cheapest rate; but, in
turn, the agrieultural community must agvee
to the department’s earrying the wheat the
shortest distance possible. If the Govern-
ment spent £1,000,000 in harhour works at
Yeraldton, then it would contend that the
wheat should be earried to that harbour,
rather than bhe carried the longer distanee
to Fremantle. Each mile adds to the loss
of the Railway Department. Consequently,
the department said, “We will take the wheat
wherever you like, but if you want a cheap
rate, which means a loss to the department,
you will have to send it to the nearest port.
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If you decide to divert it from a port to
another port which is much further away
and so inerease the loss, you will have to
pay for it.”

Mr. Hill:
south.

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. Hill: All the Albany wheat goes to
Bunbury.

The PREMIER: I have answered the
point raised by the member for IPPingelly.
I do not wish to detain the House too long,
but, with regard to the seeond part of this
resolution, 1 remember vividly that when I
first became Minister for Railways, the then
Commissioner of Railways came to me and
said, “I am Commissioner of Railways and
certain statutory powers have been granted
to me, The Government also has eertain
stafutory powers. Do you want the railway
system to be run as a commercial concern
would be run, or do you want te ircur big
losses by giving concessions here and con-
cessions theve”? I replied, “1 have not had
time te ook into the position but, generally
speaking, we do not want any alteration
in the system. We want due economy cxer-
cised in every possible wav; but if vou con-
sider that & capital expendiiure of £100,000,
£200,000 or £500,000 will cnable you to re-
duee costs, I think I will he able to assist
you to get that additional eapital.” During
the eight or ten years that I was Minister,
the Government spent £1,000,000 in improv-
ing the system. We provided for higger
trainloads, better grades, higger engines, bet-
ter trucks—in fact, all things possible were
doue to cheapen costs. Notwithstanding that
the basie wage was increased from £3 17s.
to about £4 7s., the department was able to
face that 10s, increase ta every one of the
8,000 persons employed by the Railway De-
partment without increasing freights and
fares by even an additional halfpenny. That
was because of the faecilities provided for
the department by the capital made avail-
able to the Commissioner. That is the way
in which the railways have been managed
~ for the last 10 or 11 years.

The latter portion of the motion implies
that we will alter the poliey set mp by an
Act passed by this Parliament. That Acl
provides that railway freights can be altered
by the Commissioner with the ¢onsent of the
Alinister. That means, of course, that the
Minister would bring the matter before
Cabinet. Tt wounld not be a Ministerial, but

That does not apply to the
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a Government decision. If the Commissioner
thinks fit to alter freights, he must first get
the Government’s permission. The Act pro-
vides that that shall not be the subject of a
Parliamentary decision, as if is undesirable
that a Parliamentary debate should take
Place on such a matter. -Many little altera-
tions are made in railway freights and
charges, such as siding charges, passenger
fares, excess Dooking fares, cloakroom
charges, mail charges, ete. We do not want
a first-class debate in Parliament on suech
matters. The department is a business un-
dertaking and ought to he able to make such
adjustments, Members must bear in mind
that the railway system has heen deliberately
run at a loss on many occasions in order to
assist people in the far-back arvcas. There
have been very few increases in railway
freights during the last 20 years. Those
losses have heen countered by economical
administration and the provision of huge
amounts of eapital. 1 do not know what
the figures ave.

Ofthand, I was not prepared to speak to
this resolution and would not have done so
hut for what has been said. I think, however,
that about £3,000,000 of extra capital was
suppliedl to the Railway Departmeat. The
Diesel engines about whieh reference was
made today were bought from eapital pro-
vided by the Government. T wish we could
abtain more of them. If we had another 20,
it would make a tremendous difference to
the passenger services of this State, but we
eannot procurce them owing to war-time con-
ditions. T eonld give numerous instances of
eapital expenditure by the Bailway Depart-
ment.  As I said, this resolution seeks to
aller an Aet of Parliament whieh provides
that the Commissioner may, with the ap-
proval of the Minister, alter freights and
fares. 1f Parliament earries this motion, it
will sav, in cffect, “We will alter all that,
notwithstanding it has heen the law of the
land for the last 40 years,” just beeause a
railway offieial, under severe cross-examina-
tion, to whieh he was not quite aceustomed,
gave-away something the Railway Depart-
ment had at the back of its mind but which
had never been veferred to the Government.

Mr. Watits: And after all this, is not likely
to be.

The PREMIER: No, he will not do it
I have had another instance with-

last couple of days in regard

again,
in the
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to what officials are making public
without the matter having heen con-
sidered by the Government. T want to
take up the matter and see that such a
thing does not ocenr again. The Government
takes responsibility in regard to these mat-
ters. It is quite prepared to accept respon-
sihility. If the Government thinks that, in
order te surmount the financial difficulties,
after having exhansted every possible tneans
of ceonomy, an inercase in railway freighis
is necessary, the Government will take full
responsihility for making such an increasc.
But its record over the last 20 years indi-
eates that it has never bad to take that
eourse, and it is to be hoped that it will
not be necessary; hut if it is considered neces-
sary it will be done in the way prescribed
in the Railway Aet, which has been the law
of the land for 40 years.

I do not want to take up any more of the
time of the House, bnt T was concerned that
the Leader of the Opposition shonld have
thought tbat the Government, through the
Minister for Railways, had been disconrteons.
I think I have explained that there was no
diseourtesy. We were not in a position to
give a straightforward answer, and we are
not yet; but it appears that for this financial
year we shall be able to get round the finan-
cial difffenlty and, if we can do so without
incarring a deficit, no ecousideration will bhe
given to any increase in railway freights
during the remaining four or five months
of this financial year, What will happen
in the next 12 months nobody knows, but I
hope it will not be necessary to inerease
freights, The record of the Government
proves that it has heen qunite nnwilling to
inerease freights. So far as this House is
concerned, even if we had to suffer some
slight disability, T am sure members would
bhe behind the Government in formulating
other means of raising additional money to
make it unnecessary to increase railwav
freights, which would have repercussions all
over the State. I ean give the House an
assurance that it appears to me, as head of
the Government and after giving considera-
tion to the whole of the activities of the
Government, that there will be no increase
during this financial year. What may happen
in the future, neither I nor anyhody else can
say.

MR. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin): I
have heen impressed with the Premier’s re-
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marks, but not quite sufficiently. He stiil
did not give that specifiec assuranee for which
we were looking. We did not want from the
Premier an assurance covering the actions of
the Gavernment in regard to State finance
during the next 12 months, but we did want
something specific in regard to the assurances
and problems generally wrapped up in the
resolution hetore the House. So far as I
am concerned, I would have been prepared
to aceept the Premier's interpretation of the
affair, and quite likely the Premier's intes-
pretation is correct—

The Premier: Not quite likely! It is!

Mr, DONEY: — but T want to point out
that a portion of his remarks was entirely
at variance with the public refercnees to this
matter. The Premier, when outlining for
the benecfit of the Hounse what took place
when Mr. Raynor was giving evidence hefore
the Commission, stated that Mr. Raynor
prebably said, in reply to a question, that
in certain circumstances the (overnment
would probably consider this increase. But
there were reporters present, and the result-
ant public statement made Mr. Raynor say
that it was proposed to do this. That docs
not sound as though it were merely a pro-
duet of Mr. Raynor’s imagination during
the course of cross-examination by the Com-
mission. It sounds rather as though the rail-
way authoritics had been discussing this
matter, that the proposal had arisen and had
arrived at that stage that made it safe for
Mr. Raynor to put it forward ns the Gov-
crnment’s intention. I was hopeful the Pre-
mier would have said there was no intention
now or within any reasonable period in the
future to do what Mr. Raynor threatened.

The Premier: Apparently you eannot
understand English; that is what I did say.

Mr. DONEY: I do not understand English
to anything Tike the extent I would like to
understand it, but I imagine I understand it
nearly as well as does the Premier—to put it
mildly.

The Premier: T did say that there would
be no increase for this financial year.

Mr. DONEY : During the present financial
vear. That means only for the next five
months; but that is to say that the Premier
or his associates had it in their minds, when
Mr. Raynor made this threat, that they in-
tended doing it. I agree with anyone who
caras to assert that today the Government
has no intention whatever of imposing this
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increase, but I do think that, despite the
explanations made hy various autherities,
there was, at the time Mr. Raynor made the
statement, that intention. But quite pro-
perly, to my mind, the Government has been
impressed by the fact that there is a very
strong feeling indeed in the country —

Mr. Withers: I always thought you were
fair!

Several members interjected.

Mr. Withers: That is definitely unfair. 1
will. repeat it.

Mr, DONEY: TIf the Speaker will
permit me, T am submitting to the House
that today the Government has no intention
of inflicting this additional charge on the
rural areas, but I am of opinion that at
the time when Mr. Raynor made the asser-
tion the Government intended to do it

The Premier: Will you aecept my assur-
ancz that the Government never considered
it?

AMr. DONEY : I am impressed by the fact
that the goldficlds members—

The Premier: My assurance is that the
CGiovernment never considered it. It was
never put to the Government. T knew noth-
ingr about it untit I read it in the paper.
Wil vou aecept that? Is that straight
enough?

Mr. DONEY : I wish the Premier had been
as preeiss as that when he was speaking.
Havine what T now regard as a complete
assurance that the Government dissociates
itself entively from what Mr. Raynor de-
seribed as a proposal, that will complete my
remarks. So far as T am concerned, in those
cirenmstances the debate may cease; but T
wounld point out the fact that leaving the
matter as it stands at present is a sorry re-
flection on the standing and genzral reli-
ahility of Mr. Raynor, and T would have
preferred something from the Minister for
Railways to indicate not that Mr. Raynor
acted without authority but that Mr. Raynor
did not earry that responsibility entirely on
his own shoulders.

MR. CROSS (Canning): Those people
who drafted this resolution suceeeded, hy
their imagination, in ereeting a pretty solid
Aunt Sally, and there has been a very serious
attempt to knock her down. T suggest that
members opposite, realising that the rail-
ways have heen run at a loss for years and
that they have had service at less than cost,
gaw the writing on the wall and know in
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their own hearts that they should pay at
least for the eost of that service,

The Minister for Labour: They have no
hearts.

Mr. CROSS: What is the position? They
say we should prevent anything like that
from taking place. As a metropolitan mem-
ber let me say just what has happened in
the last financial year. The Railway De-
partment made a loss of £62,477. That loss
was incurred in the country areas because
the metropolitan traffie is profitable. Where
does the money come from to meet that loss?
The tramways and trolley-buses made a
profit of £38,818; the ferry services £1,035,
and the Electricity Supply £22484. Now,
£62,337 of profits from the metropolitan
undertakings went to liquidate the debts in-
curred by our ratlway sevvices in the coun-
try. The metropolitan area could rightly
demand an inerease in country fares so
that the people in the country should
at least mpay the eost of the serviees
they receive. This is an over-fair (Govern-
ment; it has been too generous and then
country members come here and try to hide
the position in this way! 1 am disgusted
that sueh a motion should be brought down.
Railway freights and faves have never im
history been dragged to Parliament. To do
so would bring about all sorts of lobbying
so as to veduee the freight on superphos-
phate still further and bave it earried at a
loss. We would also have the member for
Swan trying to get honey carried at 3d. per
ton. If the meotion is not withdrawn I hope
it will be {hrown ont with a vengeance, he-
cause it is an Aunt Sally set up with a view
to making certain, through Parliament, that
country responsibilities may be dodged.

MR. KELLY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie) : When
Mr. Raynor's statement first appeared in the
Press I was inundated with requests from
different associations throughout the country
to make representations to nssist in prevent-
ing any increases in freights being imposed.
Like other members at the time I viewed
seriously - the possibility of these freights
being increased, not only to one particular
section but to everyhody in the State. I
made a number of investigations and became
satisfied from what I discovered, and from
the Premier’s reply to the questions asked
some time ago, that there was no intention
on the part of the Government at that time,
or at any previous time, to raise the freights,
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and that the cireumstances surrounding the
possibility of raising them had come ahout
as the result of duress in the questioning of
Mr. Raynor by the Grants Commission. I
am perfectly agrecable to accept the Pre-
mier's frank statement that the Government
had, at no time, any intention to raisc the
freights,

MR. BOYLE (Avon): I am prepared to
acecpt the Premier’s assurance that the mat-
ter has not been diseussed in Cabinet. I am
also prepared to aceept the statement in this
House that this is a month-to-imnonth matter,
and subject lo revision. The latter part of
the Premier’s speech gives us relief only to
the end of this financial year.

The Premicr: Who ean see further ahead
than that—you?

Mr. BOYLE: No. I do not say that the
Premier ean see further ahead, bat that is
only an assurance of a suspended sentence.

The Premier: No, if leaves the position
as it was. There is no sentence at all,

Mr. BOYLE: The DPremiexr defimitely
stated that if the financial position did not
improve the Government would have to give
serious consideration to this proposition.

The Premier: No. I said the financial
position is sueh that it does not warrant it.

Mr. BOYLE: The Premier said that in the
present month there is a surplus instead of
a deficit. I accept his statement and would
like him o assure members that there is no
intention to increase railway freights and
fares, becanse it is a seetional impost. Tt is
an imposition of which 80 per ecent. will he
borne by people outside the metropolitan
area, It is an imposition of 12V%5 per cent.
on £4,000,000 of revenue, and will amount to
£500,000 per annum. The people who will
be hardest hit are the goldfields residents.

The Premier: Your fizures are quite
wrong.

Alv. BOYLE: The revenue last year was
£4,000 short of £4,000,000. One-eichth of
that will be something over €400,000. Baut
the railway revenue has inereased owing tn
the charges made for services rendered to the
Commonwealth Government.  The figures
plainly show that 80 per eent. of onr railway
revenue is paid by people ontside the metro-
politan area.

The Premier: You didn’t finish yvour sum,
whieh was wrong.

Mr. BOYLE: Let us say that the impost
will amount to €400,000.
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The Premier: T thought you said it wonld
Le £1,000,000 on £4,000,000.

Me. BOYLE: No, I said it would he
£300,000 on a revenue of £4,000,000. If we
take it at 1215 per cent., that is one-eighth,
my mathematical proposition is correct.

AMr. Cross: You are magnifying the Aunt
Sally.

Mr. BOYLE: I could not expeet the mem-
her for Canning to follow me.

Mr. Cross: Nobody else can, either,

My, SPBEAKER: Ozder! .

Mr. BOYLE: T am trying to he fair to the
(iovernment and to the people I represent.
We have in the country distries of this State
a farming community whose revenue is fixe:l
on a price-fixing basis. What it reecives for
its wheat, wool and frunit, is fixed under the
National Seeurity Aet.

The Premiey: How mueh has the inecome
of such people inereased in the last two
years?

Mr, BOYLE: 1t has been 8xed an an arhi-
trary hasis.

The Premier: But in comparison with two
years agn.

Mr. BOYLE;
eonsiderably.

The Premier: That is what I have saul
ahout the railways,

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovder! The hon, memhber
must address the Chatr and take no notire of
interjeetions, :

AMr. BOYLE: I have pointed out that this
is & scetional imposition. The 53 per cent.
of the population of this State which lives
bevond the metropolitan avea will have to
hear 80 per eent. of the inereased vate, what-
ever it may be. The Premicr has mentioned
that wheat is earried at n loss. That is a
debatable peint. The Premier pointed out
that in the last 20 vears very few inereases
have heen effeeted. From 1918 up till now
wheat has inereazed by 2s. 9d. per ton.

The Premier: Thai was done when yonr
Government was in power in 1622,

Mr. BOYLE: 1 do not care what Gov-
ernment was in power. I ean rise above
the ¢uestion of what Government was n
power at the time. .\ fundamental principle
is involved, and I wonlid never support any
Government that impesed a speeial rate
azainst special people, Another fartor that
we must bhear in mind is that the whole of
the interest charges on the eapital of the
railways is covered hy the freights and fares.

Their costs have inereased
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It has been said that the history of deficits in
the State Governments of Australin is the
history of the deficits of the railways. But
why should the people who have taken up
their domieile in the country areas be saddled
with 80 per cent. of these incrcases when
£800,000 of the £1,000,000 of interesl
charges are in connection with railways that
were political bahies—some of which have
never paid for axle-grease since they com-
menced? Qur rnral settlers are com-
pelled to carry these charges, and if
the railway deficit increases the Premier
has definitely told us that the matter will
have to be considered hy the Government.
1 protest against that. It is admitted that
our railways, with few exceptions, are de-
velopmental railways. Yet the people in the
country have to hear the bulk of the loss.
Take my head centre, Merredin which, with-
ont ledger accounts or prepaid traffic, had
a revenne Jast year of £14,400. If these
charges are imposed the people using that
station will have to face an increase of £2,500
for what?—For one of the most disgraceful
railway services in Australia.

The Premier: That would not amount to
£2,500.

Mr. BOYLE: The point I wish to make
is that the residents of the country are to
be asked to pay inereased freights and fares
for the present unsatisfactory serviece. At
this stage I ask the Government to provide
better accommodation for soldiers whe are
going on leave. Within the last few days T
have seen mothers standing on platforms
nursing bahies——

Mr. SPEAKER: T do not think the hon.
member can connect that with the motion,

Th;: Premier: You fry to ride on ene of
the privately-owned motor-buses and see how
you get on.

Mr. BOYLE: I am not an authority on
them; I am speaking of what I know.
Within the last few days L have had oceca-
sion to see conditions such as I have indi-
cated. I do not want to enter upon a dis-

- quisition of what people in the metropolitan
area suffer. After all they have a-hundred-
and-one means of getting to their destina-
tions. There is a railway running from
Perth to Fremantle and a bus service oper-
ating alongside it.

Mr. Marshall: And trolley-buses running
alongside the buses.
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Mr. BOYLE: Yes. The trains are less
than half full and the buses are crowded.
I aecept the Premier’s assurance that no-
thing will be done before the end of the
financial year. That will give us a reprieve
of at least four or five months. I urge the
Government to take into consideration the
fact that the industries in country distriets
have not limitless resources. All these im-
positions will be added to the cost of the
goods they produce. Yet, as I have pointed
out, their prices are fixed. There is no hope
of getting increased prices for wheat, wool,
fruit and sach like commodities. Yet the
producers have to pay higher prices Ffor
superphosphate and all other necessary com-
modities, the rates for which have gone np
by leaps and hounds.

The Premier: Railway freights excepted.

Mr. BOYLE: I estimate that the inerease
in the cost of living to people in the coun-
try as against those in the city would be 15
per cent. There was an inecrease in railway
freights and fares in 19389 amounting to 15
per cent. on certain classes. The Minister
for Railways shakes his head, Perhaps he
ean tell us.

The Minister for Railways: Two-and-a-
half per cent.

Mr. Seward: Ten per eent.

Mr. BOYLE: At any rate, in 1939 there
wgs some inerease.

The Premiter: And some reductions were
made at the time.

Mr. BOYLE: The railway position is
most peculiar. This department accounts
for about one-third of the total revenue of
the State or about £4,000,000. The Premier
said that Mr. Raynor had made an un-
guarded remark. I know Mr. Raynor well;
he is an able officer.

The Premier: That is so.

Mr. BOYLE: Other people who have ap-
peared as witnesses before eommissions have
made unguarded remarks.

The Premier: Under cross-examination.

Mr. BOYLE: Yes. I would not hold an
official eulpable for that.

The Premier: No.

Mr. BOYLE: The statements of evidence
are carefully prepared. Before I come to
this House with any eomplaint, I make it a
Tule to interview the management of the
railways and I know something of the diff-
culties being experienced today. Bnt T also
know the difficulties that users of the rail-
wavs are suffering. Tn have country trains
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running two to four hours late is quite 2
common thing.  Still, there are doubtless
cireumstances to aceouni for it. When it
comes to finance, however, that is the eoncern
of the Government, and the Premier has
told the House that, if the railways show a
deficit, he is going to be pulled up by the
Loan Couneil.

The Premier: I did not say that,

My, BOYLE: I think the Premier told the
House he had promised the Commonwealth
Government that there would be no deficil
this year if it counld be avoided.

The Premier: That has nothing to do with
the Loan Couneil.

Mr. BOYLE: The Grants
would work on that.

The Premier: Theve is an undertaking be-
tween the Federal Treasurer and myself fhas
I will endeavour to make all the money pos-
sible available for war purposes and not have
a deficit if I can help if.

Mr. BOYLE: I hope the Premier does not
achieve that at the expense of country resi-
dents in this State. According to Mr. Ray-
nor's statement, various sums of money for
social services have to he borne by the de-
partrment.  Speaking from memory T think
those sums aggregated about £250,000. [
think the basie wage increases represented
£127,000 and superannuation about £47,000.
¥s it seriously contended that 80 per eent.
of the cost of those social serviees should
be borne by residents of the country?

The Minister for Railways: Mr. Raynor
has no authority to announce the poliey of
the Government.

Mr. BOYLE: T do not think he did so.

The Minister for Mines: That is the way
vou are taking it.

AMr. BOYLE: I admit that Mr. Raynor
made an unguarded statement, but T have

Commission

made hundreds of ungnarded statements
hofore commissions.  That sort of thing is
done  unconsciously. An  average wilness

firds himeelf up against three or four skilled
crozs-examiners and he gets away from his
prepared servipt. T soon learnt that it was
safer to go before a commission with a pre-
pared statement and try to aveid any ques-
tion ontside it.  Mr. Raynor is a yvoung but
very able officer.

The Minister for Railwavs: A very able
and eonseientions oflicer,

Me. BOYLE: Notwithstanding remarks to
the vontravy, T consider that the control of
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our railways is as good as apything I have
secn in the Eastern States. As a young man
I worked with all the present heads of our
Railway Department and I know they are
conseientious men. But they are confronted
with diffienlties.

The Minister for Railways: Would you
say that the railways of Western Australit
are comparable with those of the Eastern
States!

Mr. BOYLE: I say that without hesita-
tion, and that our officers, man for man,
measure up to those in the other States. My
grievance when I was in the railways was
that the department imported nearly all
those who are now heads from New South
Wales. Howaever, that is the responsibilily
af the management. The responsibility -f
the Government is an entively different mat-
ter, The Government’s responsibility is onv
ol finunce nnd it must hold the scales fairly
between all the people of the State. If the
Government after the 30th June decides to
inevease railwayv freights and faves hy 12%
per cent., it will not be holding the seales
fairly heeause 47 per eent. of the population
of the State is centred in the metropolitan
area and 80 per cent. of the inereased
charges will be imposed npon people living
in the conntry.

MR. HILL {Albany): I am glad that
the motion has heen introduced. Sinee the
present Premier has held office the losses in-
curred by the railways and ports, have aggre-
cated abont £3,000,001h, and unless drastic
changes are introduced, we shall have to face
an increase of railway and port charges, an
increase of taxation, or perhaps hoth. I am
strongly against an inerease in railway
freights if it is to be made on a perecentage
hasis. To my mind that would be most un-
fair beeanse it hits hardest those who are in
the worst position to pay. It hits those
furthest ont beeaunse their railway charges
are fixed on a mileage basis and they must
pay more than people living nearer fo the
metropolitan area.  Take wheat, for in-
stance! The further wheat is hanled, the
greater the amount the farmer has to pay
by way of freight.

Much has been said ahout the loss to the
raitways on the hanlage of wheat, and T am
reminded of a remark made hy Mr. G. W,
Stead some time agn in diseussing  this
matter. The alleention that  wheat
was  hauled at g RBtead said

Wiax

My

lowss.
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that that statement was probably cor-
vect, hecause the whent hanled from
shorter distances was probably hauled

at a loss, but that wheat hauled from
longer distances would be hauled at a profit.
Under the proposal of a 12% per cent. in-
crease in freights, a man who had to pay £1
in railage wounld have his cost inereased by
2s. 6., whereas a man who had to pay £3
in railage wonld find his cost increased by
7s. 6d., which is most unfair. We have heard
quite 2 lot about the loss on the ecarriage
of wheat and on the earriage of super. The
shortest distance is not always the cheapest.
On the Great Southern railway we have
Wagin, which is in the Bunbury zone, 21
miles nearer to Bunbury than to Albany.
Vory often wheat is sent from Wagin to
Bunbury via Narrvogin, thus making a trip
of about 161 miles to Bunbury instead of a
trip of 138 miles to Albany.

It has been suggested by the member for
Kalgoorlie that we should inerease the enr-
rying eapacity of our trains by relaying our
linee with heavier rails and obtaining
heavier locomotives. We wonld be able to
achieve the same objeets by cutting down
grades, An “F” class cengine ean haunl 380
tons on a one-in-sixty grade, 505 tons on a
one-in-eighty grade, and 605 tons on a one-
m-one-handred  grade,  Something  like
£600,000 has been spent on the grading of
the railwavs of Western Australia sinee our
present Premier became Minister for Rail-
ways in 1924 Out of that amount £73,000
has been spent on a one-in-eighty grade be-
tween Collie and Brunswiek: but not one
penny  has heen spent in re-grading the
Great Sounthern railway south of Narrogin.
Had a total of £73,000 heen spent an entting

out the few pinchers hetween Narrogin and

Albany, there would have been hetter than
a one-in-one-hundred grade between those
two places. Ta faet, between Mt, Barker and
Albany the load could have heen 830 tons.
and between Wagin and Moojebing about
800 tons.

~ Again, between Katanning-and Carbarnp

there conld also have heen a load of ahont
B00 tons. The blunder made hy our Premier
when he fixed the port zones on a mileage
basis was comparable to his mistake of ask-
ing the superphosphate company to erect its
works at Bunbury—the wrong place for
backloading. Tf members will yvefor to “The
West Aunstralian” of the 23th April, 1929,
thex will see that the Premier asked the com-
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pany to puat the super works at the Port of
Bunbury. 1 repeat, those works are in the
wrong place for backloading. At the present
time the whole of the super required for the
Bunbury zone to the north and east of Bun-
bury is rarried from the metropolitan avea.
Nearly one-half of the super produced by

. the Bicton works is hauled at a verv heavy

loss to the Albany zone.

The Premier referred to the general work
of owr railways. I contend that instead of
talking about inereased freights, we should
adopt a poliey which would enable more
econoinical working of the railways. What
we shonld do today is to eut down our cosls,
and we could do that by better administra-
tion. The Premier referred also to the car-
ringe of prams. It is rather interesting to
nole that a woman in the metropolitan avea
travelling by train has her pram earried free,
but that a woman travelling in the conntry
districts has not only to pay a higher rate
per mile for herself but also to pay for the
earviage of her pram. Let me give an ex-
perience that I had this morning. Ounr train
from Albany had grrived at Spencer's Brook
on tite, but we had to wait 40 minuates over
the time of departure for the Kalgoorlie
Express to pass ws. The Kalgoorlie train
docs the run from Spencer’s Brook to Perth
in about 18 minutes less than the Albany
train. We caught the Kalgoorlie train af
Chidlow’s, and we were obliged to wait for
the other train to pull out of Chidlow’s be-
fore we could go in to the station. When
we arrived at Midland Junetion, the Alhany
Express bhecame converted into 2 suburban
train, and had to pull up at every station,

My. SPEAKER: This has nothing to do
with the motion.

Mr. HILL: I support the motion heeause
it represents a protest agaiust the unceon-
omienl working of our railways, and 1 sin-
errely hope it will be earvied.

HON. N. EEENAN (Nedlands—in re-
PIv): What 1 desire principally to say is
that 1 aceept the Premier’s statement that
this matter has never been hefore him, and
that unless something disnstrous is looming
in onr financial pesition it is not his inten-
tion to sanetion a 12% per eenl. increase
in railway freights. As T state, T accept
the Premier’s assurance without any quali-
fieations not only beeause it is necessary
that that should be done by the House, but
becanse T know that the Premier would not
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have made that statement unless be meant
us to understand evervthing that it implied.
Bat it is a great pity the Premier's state-
ment was not made in another place,  The
orizinal debate on the mofion took pluee in
another Chamber, and lasted many days, over
three adjourmments. The report of that de-

bate appears in Numbers 17 and 18 of our

“Hansard.”

The Premier: I was away in the East
then.

Hon. X. KEENAX: Over 17 members of
the Council spoke on the motion. The mem-
ber who proposed the motion should have
been given the amswer which the Premier
has given here. It iy important to know
what the Chicef Sccvetary said; it was some-
thing different from what the Premier said
here. The Chief Secvetary said the proposal
for increases was made by the Commissioner
of Railways to the Government.

The Minister for Railways: I had not re-
ceived an intimation from the Railway De-
partment.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I am not speaking of
what the Minister for Railways said, The
Chief Seerctary in another place, speaking
of the action of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways argued that the proposal had been

made by him to fhe Governuent. He
decided that it was quite right for
Mr. Raynor to tell the Grants Com-

mission what he said, beeause he would be
telling the Commission something that it
was entitled to know. If what Mr. Raynor
said was true, then what the Chief Secre-
lary said was also true. That is the ex-
planation of the way in which this resolution
has come before the House.  In another
place it did not receive the support of those
members who were not supporters of the
present Government. They eriticised it on
the ground that perhaps it was something
connecled with the finanees of the State and
aceordingly  should have heen considered
more carefully. The resolution was, fhey
said, submitted in a hurry: nevertheless
it was supported by every sing'e mem-
her of the Upjer House who is a sup-
perter of the Government—by Hon. €. B.
Williams, Hon. W, R. Hall, Hon. E. M.
Heenan, in fact by all the goldfields members.
I do not think it was supported by the
Honorary Minister. The reselution was,
however, earvied withont a voice being
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raised against it. Now that the Premier has
made his clewr and candid statement, I
accept it without qualiieation.

There is another phase upon which I hope
I shall be able to say a few words, and
that is the suggestion of a flat rate, In
the course of his remarks, the Premicr—of
course properly—guarded himself against
making any promises for the future which
Lie might not be able to keep. If the State’s
Hnancial position deteviorated he =uid he
would bave to consider—and I quite agree
with him—the raising of additional revenue
hy inereasing railway freights. Shounld
tkat he necessary, I would like a definite
assurance that we shall not have inliicted
upon us anything so silly or unjust as a
flat rate, As I remarked when moving the
adoption of the resolution, the goldfields
have paid, and are paying today, a payable
rate. I do not think the Premier will ques-
tion that. Goodness knows what must bhave
heen the profit made from the goldfields in
the long spread of years that the railways
liave been ecarrying goldfields freight! It
was said at onc time that it was cheaper to
send freight from Fremantle to some place
on the goldficlds line—I think some place
near Merredin—and then to re-hook it.
Aectually, the charge was se high that it paid
to incur that extra handling. Of course,
il would he an impossible proposition in
mast cases, but it is an instanee showing
what an extraordinarily high rate the gold-
ficlds residents have heen paying.

The Premier: It was about a quarter of
what they paid previously for cartage hy
horse teams, That is why they paid it.

Hon. N. KEENANXN: Is that the philoso-
phy of the Premier? Because they were
charged £8 or £% a ton for eartage from
Southern Cross by horse teams, therefore it
is right to charge them £67

The Premier: T did not agree to do it at
all. It was the eontractors who did it.

Hon. X. KEENAXN : The enntractors were
allowed to charge only special rates, and
they made a huge fortune in a fow months.
I think the contractors had the railway for
less than two months.

Mr. Marshall: Six months, T think,

Hon. N. KEEXANXN: They had it for some
limited period of time.

The Premier: Two or three vears.

Hon. X, KEENAYX: No. Wilkic Bros.
had the railway from Southern Cross for
only a short period of time.
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The Premier: They had it for two or
three yvears. They rushed the line through
50 that they eonld charge those extortionate
rates,

Hon, X, KEENAN: | am afraid the Pre-
mier is misinformed on that point. [ can
remember Wilkie Bros, giving a big spree
not long after the railway was opened.

The Premier: Not when it was opened,
but after it was connceted.

Hon. N. KEENAX: Where?

The Premier: Beftween Sonthern Cross
and the fields. They had two years within
which to build. the railway, and they com-
pleted it in six months.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Their first contract
was the line to Coolgardie, and it was com-
pleted as quickly as they eould eonstruet it.
They certainly enjoved the result of their
work for no considerable time. I do not
think it was more than a few months, be-
canse one of my recollections is the colossal
spree thev gave in Coolgardie.

Mr. SPEAKTER: Order! I do not think
the hon, member is now replying to any-
thing that was raised during the debate.

Tlon, N. KEEXAN: I want an assuranee
from the Premier—not on this oceasion, he-
canse he cannot speak to the rvesolution
again—that there will he no attempt made
to enforee a flat rate, if it hecomes neeessary
to make any inerease at all. I am, of course,
assuming now that unfortunately the posi-
tion will hecome worse, and therefore it will
be necessary to have reconrse to an inerease
in railway charges. I want a distinet under-
standing that there will not he an increase
of 12Y% per cenl. all round on passenger
fares aml freights from Fremantle to Perth
or Kalgoorlie. That would constitute a grave
injustice.  In the ecivenmstances, T do not
Teel that T should pursue the matter forther.

The Premier: Withdraw your tnotion.

Hon. X. KEENAN: My seconder is not
in the Hlouse. Without the consent of my
seceonder I certainly will net withdraw the
mofion.

. The Premier: You have the vespansihility.

Hon. X. KEENAN: T am afraid 1 e¢an-
not do anything in reference to the matter.

Question put and a division ecalled for.
The PREMIER:

”

There was only one

“aye

Aly. SPEAKER: I heard two,
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Division resulted as follows:;—
Ayes .. - . ..o 16
Noes .. .. .. .. 17
Majority against .. .. 1
AYLE
Mr, Boyle Mr. Sampson
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Seward
Mr. Keenan AMr. Shearn
Mr, McDonald AMr, Thorn
Mr. McLarty Mr. Warne.
dir. Norlh Mr. Watis
Mr. IMatriek Mr. Wiilmott
Mr. Perkins Mr. Deney
¢ Peller.y
Noes.
Mr Coverley Mr., Nulsen
Mr. Tux Mr. Panton
Mr. Hawke Mr. Torkin
Mr. J. Hegoey Mr. Triat
Mr, W, Hegney Me, Willeock
Mr, Jobnsgou Mr. Wilson
Mr. Kelly Mr. Withers
Me. banhy Mr. Cross
Mr. Marshall fieller. )

Question thus negatived.

MOTION—ME. WATTS'S INVEN-
TIONS SELECT COMMITTEE.

s to Adoption of Recommendations,

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [4.32]:
I move—

That in the opinion of this House the Gov-

ernment should give effect to the recommen-
dations of the Select Committee appointed to
inquire into the utility of the railway devices
invented by Mr, W, Watts.
The House was good enough in December
last to appoint a Select Committee, com-
prising the member for South Fremantls,
the memher for Claremont, the member for
Pingelly, the member for Bunbury, and my-
self, to inquire into the utility of certain
inventions of Mr. Walter Watts, for many
vears an employec of the Western Ans-
fralinn Government Railways. The report
has now been presented, and members will
find it on their desks. The report is a shovt
one, hut even so I do not propose to go into
the details, which are largely technieal. Tt
may he said that Mr, Watts was for a great
many vears foreman and blacksmith at the
Midland Junetion Workshops, and the ecom-
mittee was impressed by the_almost unique .
knowledge he possessed of the technique and
working of railway switehes and crossings.

During his period of serviee with the de-
partment angd sinee, Mr. Watts has been not
merely highly efficient in his work but also
an enthusiast, and has invented and patented
a number of applianees dealing mainly with
switehos and crossings. In addition, he has
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one appliance which deals with the point
at which the ends of railway lines meet each
other, the idea heing to make a bridge which
wil hold the lines at the junction in the
sante gligninent both laterallv and verticaily.
This last invention is ealled the trussed sole-
plate support. The committee has to ac-
knowledge the very ureat assistance it rve-
ceived in the course of its investigations
from Mr. Watts and his witnesses and from
the Western Australian Government, through
AMr. Hood, the Chief Civil Engincer, and the
other technical ollicers whose serviees were
made available by the Commissioner of Rail-
ways for the information of the committee.
One of the inventions, namely the pivot
joint, was adopted by the Government Rail-
ways some 30 years ago, and is in very
general use en onr railwavs today. Fox
that invention the department paid Mr.
Watts a total of £300. Mr, Watfs has sine:
improved on this pivot joint, and he ealls
this the improved pivot joint.

The other inventions, apart from the
original pivot joint invented by 1r. Watts
and adopted by our State railways, relating
to switches and crossings, were not adopted
by the department. They were given certain
tests which have extended over many years,
but in the opinion of the responsible officers
the depariment was not justified for various
reasons in adopting the inventions mentioned
coneerning switches and crossings.  After
very careful inquiry the Seleet Committee
came o the eonclusion that the evidence—

is not sufficient to justify them in taking the

regpongibility of recommending the general
adoption of any of Mr, Watts’s devices in the
cxisting track, other than his orviginal pivet
joint, which is already in use.
I desire to add to that main finding the fact
that in adopting inventions for the running
tracks of railways there are a certain num-
her of factors concerned, one of which is
economy, and another of which—a very im-
portant one—is safety. After hearing the
officers of the department and the pro-
feesional and praetical witnesses ealled by
Mr. Walts, the committee came to the eon-
clusion that although the inventions may
have and do have merits, the balance of the
evidence was not sufficient to enable the com-
mittee fo say that the department was wrong
or hay been wrong up to date in not adopt-
ing the inventions.

As one witness put it to the committee,
if we have a motorcar which is a year or twn
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old we do not necessarily sell it simply be-
canse a new model comes on the market, be-
enuge by doing that we would ineur a good
deal more expense, and the old model would
he really nuite good enough for all praetical
purposes. That was applied to the deviees
on the existing track which were said by
the department to he on the whole in ae-
cordance with standard American praetice,
which is the leading practice in the railway
world, and on the whole to be giving service-
able use to the Railway Department. It was
also peinted out that it could not be said
in one respect that our existing devices were
wholly inefficient, hecause the costs per mile
of track maintenance in Western Australia
were very low, being £137 per mile in this
State as compared, for example, with £771
per mile it New South Wales, and varying
larger amounts in the other States of Aus-
Iralia and New Zealand.

The committee, therefore, did .ot feel
Justified in reporting to the House that the
department had heen wrong in not adopt-
ing these devices of My, Watts, other than
the one which had heen adopied many years
ago. However, following on snggestions
made by departmental witnesses the eom-
mittee made a number of other suggestions.
The first 'was that in the event of any new
track being laid—which may happen if there
is uniformity of railway cauges, and that
may occur before many years have passed—
the opportunity should be taken to ineor-
porate the trussed sole plate suppori in a
length of 50 miles for the purpose of afford-
ing a full and adequate test of this device.
The second recommendation alse refers to
the evenf of new track being laid and is
that—

The committee is of opinmion that serious
vonsideration should be given to the adoption
of the improved pivot joint in points and eross-
ings in such track.

The third recommendation relates to the ex-
isting track where the present appliances
are considered by the department to be rea-
sonably satisfactory. The recommendation
is stimply that, in the case of our existing
track, the trussed sole plate support and im-
proved pivot joint should be installed in a
few positions in order to give them a track
test, berause these inventions have not been
given a track test in our existing lines. The
committee goes on to express the opinion
that the inventions deserve further consid-
eration by professional and praetical rail-
way men. The committee did not comprise
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railway experts althongh the member for
Bunbury was a member of it, and he pos-
sessed knowledge of railway working which
was of assistance.  The committee recom-
mended, thervefore, that the Railway Depart-
ment officers when meeting at interstate con-
ferences, might take the opportunity to
bring these inventions hefore the railway
people of other States with a view to dis-
cussing the possibility of their utility and,
in particular, of their being given tests in
the various railway systems.

The last recommendation is, strietly
speaking, outside the scope of the authority
given by the House, but the committee felt
justified in suggesting to-the department
that the sum of £300 that had been paid to
Mr. Watts for the use of his original pivot
joint patent was rather small. That patent
has now been used for scmcthing like 30
vears, and the committee thinks that the
department might well give consideration
to some additional amount being paid to Mr.
Watts for its use as it is admitted to be
very useful and a patent which has given
good service to our railways. The motion
that the House should give effect to these
recommendations dees not mean that the
committee is challenging the opinion of the
departmental officers that the devices that
liave not hitherto been used are not, at all
events at present, suitable for ase in the rail-
ways. 'The committee, however, is making
its recommendations with a view to Mr.
Watts's deviees receiving further and more
adequate tests in the existing track and also
in the event of new lines heing laid—Ffor ex-
ample under the uniform gauge plan. The
recommendations, therefore, do not involve
the department, the Government or this
House in more than concurring in the
opinion that the most eemmendable inven-
tions of this exeellent servant of our rail-
ways should, and are entitled to, reecive
something in the shape of further examina-
tion and tests in the department as the op-
porlunities arise. 1 move aecordingly.

MR. WITHERS (Bunburyv):
pleasure in seconding the motion. I want
to say at the outset that the work of the
conunitter was most interesting, more par-
ticularly to me as an experienced railway
man. The patents exhibited by Mr. Watts
were all praetically new to me as well a8 to
the other members of the committee. 1,
with the memher for West Terth, wani io

I have -
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say that we ave not in a position to make any
definite recommendations as to the adoption
of the deviees. We give due credit to M.
Watts for his wonderful patience, energy
and knowledge in conneelion with track
deviees. There is no doubt that over a period
of years he has given of his best with the in-
fention of bringing owr railway system, if
possible, more up-to-date. One thing that
Mr, Watts has been up against—and this
must be appreciated hy members—is that
there are engineering standards in connection
with railway practice that have been proved
sugcessful over a period of vears.

As  has been pointed ont, Ameriea is
possibly the leading country so far as those
standards are coneerned, and they are
universal thronghout the world. It is, there-
fore, only natural that difficulty should be
experieneed in getting engineers to adopt
any new deviee even though it may appear to
he an improvement on the present system,
It is possible that such deviees may eause
catastropbes. For this reason it is ensy
to understand the conservative attitnde of
railway enginecrs. Ay, Hood, and the others
who gave evidence on behalf of the Railway
Depavtment, were most helpful. They were
not in any way aggressive in their objections
to the claims put forward, They were all
in sympathy, if not in accord, with Mr.
Watts’s idvas.

The Premier: Always remembering the
railway maximum—safety fivst.

Mr. WITHERS: That is what [ had in
mind, The eommittee reached the stage of
appreciating that any device likely to be
used, other than the trussed sole-plate sup-
port, would have to be used in the railway
vards where there was no fast traffie, be-
cause it wonld nof be wise to introduce new
devices where  fast trallie might eaunse
disaster. But, as stated by the member For
West Perth, there is still a field for further
investigation in connection with these patents.
Although they are new today I feel sure
that il thev are given, over a period, a trial,
the time wiH eome——possibly not i our day
—when people will say, “This is another
Watts’s device.” TWhen these devieces have
heen tested in onr railway vards and found
to be as effective as they are claimed to be,
it is possible that present-day prejudiees will
he overcome.

The position vegarding the universal
switeh is qquite understandable to railwaymen,
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but the fact remains thal, practically speak-
ing, what may happen under working con-
ditions with the use of that deviee can be
determined only under actual operations.
Mr. Watts pointed ont in his evidence that
his device had heen instalied in the Perth
raslway vards for some cight vears, and that
fewoer derailments had occurred at that poeint
than anvwhere clse in those yards, The
drawhack to the switeh, however, is that,
according to evidence given by a practieal
man, the springs have to be venewed at fre-
quent intervals, sometimes on several oeea-
stons in the one week. My, Watts has eon-
siderably improved his original deviee. The
Premier will appreciate——and the Minister
for Railways also—that the rail would have
to move over with the nniversal switeh with
a load on the line. That would be all right
in a shunting yard whore trucks arve moving
over the rails at frequent intervals, because
they would tend to press the rail from the
checkrail which would control it under load.
However, the engincers had abjections te the
use of the device and the one I have indi-
cated is the only objeetion T ean see to it.

The pivot joint, as used by the railways,
has proved successful. The improved pivot
joint has advantages over its predecessor in
respect of the housing, which is such that
dirt 15 prevented from entering the joint.
The new deviee is more rigid than the old
pivot joint and the holts do not have to be
loosened and tightened at intervals. The
housing is much improved and, as 1 pointed
out, prevents the dirt from enterine. Cer-
tainly the housing would mean extra ecosi
in the manufacture compared with the pre-
sent deviee, and the Railway Department
officials take the view that they do not desire
too many devices of a similar type in stock.
However, as the member for West Perth
pointed out, no harm would be done if
the department manufactured a few of
Mr. Watt's devices at no great cost.
Once the department had the necessary
moulds, the construction of the devices
would not he very expensive. I commend
the action of My, Watts in his endeavour
to hring his devices not only hefore the
authorifies in Western Australia, but hefore
those in the Eastern States, America and
elzewhere, and to place at their disposal the
benefit of the knowledge he has gained
through a lifetime’s experiznee in the manu-
facture of track applinnees. That expoerience
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is fully appreciated by the engineering staff
of the W.AGR.

ALr. Broadfoot, who was Mr. Watt's chief
for many years, gave evidence on his he-
half. When the motton for the appointment
of a Seleet Committee was under diseussion,
1 wondered why Mr. DBroadfeot had not
rendered greater assistancee to Mr, Watts in
connection with his inventions. During the
course of his evidence Mr. Broadfoot cx-
plained the position and indicated that that
phase was not under his jurisdiction. Mr.
Watts was more associated with the Ways
and Works Branech, although he was under
the indireet supervision of JMr. Broadfoot in
his capaeity as Chief Mechanical Engineer.
1 think I may say that the department has
heen generous in its treatment of My, Watts
respeciing his inventions that were worthy
of consideration. The Select Committee does
not seck to commit the Government to any
great expenditure or to extend consideration
heyond the hounds of practicahility. I cer-
tainly hope the Government will give fur-
ther consideration to this matter, and if
possible make use of My, Watt’s deviees as
sngrested in the Select Committee’s report.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—TRAFFIC.
As to St. George's-terrace Bus Stands.

Debate resumed from the 19th November
on the following motion hy Mr. Marshall :—

That in the opinion of this Honze all hus
serviees operating from the city of Perth in
an easterly direction, the city terminal being
the south side of St. George’s-terrace from
Barrack-strect eastward to Government IHouse,
shouldl have their terminal changed to the north
side of the terrace exaetly opposite the present
terminal.

MR. McDONALD (\West Pevth) [4.59]:
I feel that this motion is not justified, and
I propose to deal with it briefly. 1t relates
to castbound traflie and to what wmay be
deseribed as an island bounded by Riverside-
drive, Barrack-strect, St. (eorge’s-terrace
and Adelaide-terrace. It is like a trianmular
raceconrse, if T may use that evpression. Ab
present all buses procced Irom the Canse-
way along the south side of Adelaide-tevrace
and St George's-terrace, and have their ter-
minns onposite the old G.P.0O. On the out-
ward  journey they turn down Barvraek-
street and  along  Riverside-drive, thence
across the Canseway. All the time the buses
have the inside running. The alternative
proposition indieated in the motion is that
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buses, instead of entering the city as at pre-
sent, shall proceed along Riverside-drive,
furn north up Barrack-street, turn right into
Bt. George’s-terrace and park opposite the
old G.P.O. on the northern side of the ter-
Tace. Under those conditions the huses
would have the outside running and would
make right-hand turns. They would turn
twice across traffie, once at the foot of
Barrack-street and once again when they
iurn from Barrack-street into St. George’s-
terrace. Under that alternative system the
buses would eross tram lines thivee times,
whereas under the existing arrangement they
o not have to eross tram lines at all, make
any right-hand tarn or eross traffic at any
time.

My, Cross: Do not they have to eross
traffiec at the Causeway, which is a danger
point ?

Mr, MeDONALD: But at the Causeway
they eross virtnally in line with the traffic.

Mr. Cross: We are lucky we have not
had a bad smash there,

Mr. McDONALD : It may be a matter of
luck, but the fact remains that there has
been no bad smash at that point. When the
Horseshoe Bridge was constructed, it was
predicted that there would he big smashes
and the same was said when the Edith Cowan
Memorial was erected at the top of Mal-
colm-street—but no  accidents have hap-
pened at those peints. It is a fact that the
more dangerons a place may he, the greater
is the care faken by the people to aveid
aceidenis. T understand the present system
of parking on the south side of the terrarce
has the approval of the Perth City Coun-
cil, the Traflic Branch of the Police Depart-
ment and other authorities concerned. Tt is
one that was envisaged when Riverside-drive
was made, the object Leing to give an easy
exit from the city and oavoid erossing traf-
fie. The system now in force, which T think
should he continued, is also ntilised for west
bound traftie becanse that traffie in the cen-
tral part of the cifty is brought down Mount’s
Bay-road inte William-street, and then
taken westward along St. George's-terrace
in such a way a&s to avoid erossing against
other traffic.

Under the system soggested, with the
stand on the north side of St. George’s-ter-
race, the buses will have to follow up Bar-
rack-street behind the trams. When a tram
stops, the bus will have to siep. When peo-
ple zet out of trams, the bus will have to waii
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until, with their prams and young children,
they pass from the back of the tram
to the nearvest kerb. All that means delay
for buses and difficulties against traffic in
one of the busiest seetions of the city. When
buses come westward along St. Georges-
terrace, drivers ean see in advance whether
the parking place is filled up and can stop
down towards Vietoria-avenue, on the south
side of the terrace, wait until a parking
place is free, and then move up.

Mr. Cross: They often park in the middle
of the road.

Mr., MeDONALD: Under the arrange-
ment for parking on the north side of the
ierrace, o bus driver could not find out whe-
ther there was any space until he had ar-
rived at the intersection of 8St. George’s-
terrace and Barrack-street, Then the driver
st look to his right; be could not remain
there, but would have to turn into St.
George’s-terrace, and, if the parking plaec
was filled, would have to go well down the
terrace and perhaps turn at Vietoria-avenune
before he could find a vacant space on the
northern side. For all these reasons and
after having made such inquiries as T could
amongst those concerned, I am convinced
that ne sound argument ean be advanced for
departing from the existing system; in fact,
there appears to be very stromg reason for
retaining the present method by which buses
serving the eastern subnrls enter the eity.
Therefore 1 oppose the motion,

MB. MARSHALL (Murchison—m vre-
ply): The suggestion of the member for
West Perth will not obviate the diffienlty.
The on'y good point raised by him was that
of the buses following trams in Barrack-
street from Riverside-drive and the turn to
the right. That, praetieally, is going on 1o-
day with one of the bus srervices. This ser-
vice is the most busy of all; on the average
the huses run about every ten minufes. It is
remarkable  how  consistently those buses
come in, load up and go out. Mnch of the
traffic gained by those buses, in my opinlon,
has been taken. from the tram and ferry
serviees.

AMr. Cross: That 15 not horne out by the
figures.

Mr. MARSHALL: I wil not argue that
point, but it is astounding how those boses
have reaped such a rich reward in so shorr
a space of ime. This wonderfully good ser-
vice had hardly been established before there
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was a eonstant flow of traffic to the buses.
T do not know whether other transport sys-
tems have heen or are being deprived ¢l
their passengers, but it is astounding that
such a recently installed service should be
en well patronised day and night. If it is
not rohhing other systems of their clients, the
rervice must have heen long overdne, and
thousands of people mast previously have
heen deprived of transport faeilities.

I remind the member for West Perth that
there ix any amount of space on the south
side of St. George's-ferrace, right back to
Victoria-aveune, or even furthor. That was
used when the traffic was much heavier than
it i5 now. The buses used to enter the ecity
hy the terrace and make a complete right-
aboul turn in Barrack-street.

Mr. Patrick: The North P'erth buses also
used to stop there.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. Now, however,
when the volume of traffic has been greatly
depleted, we cannot enjoy the privileges that
ave given to another bus service. The mem-
ber for Wesl Perth does not recognise the
difficulties of a mother with children having
to eross 8t. George’s-terrace, both when she
alights from a bus and when she is joining
@ bus for the homeward journey. She has
to face all the traffic when crossing tho
terrace. Mothers with their children are
entitled (o some eonsideration. Whatever
danger might be eliminated by obviating the
right-hand turn in Barrack-street would he
intensified for women and children having to
eross the terrace twiee on each vixil fto the
cily. This danger warrants favourable con-
sideration heing given to the motion.

The member for West Perth should realise
that these bug services are well organised.
The buses run to a sthedule; there is no suca
thing as parking buses on those stands. The
buses run in, put down their passengers,
pick up others and move off. They do not
park there at all. A driver travelling nortn
up Barrack-street woulidl know exactly where
he had to stop in the terrace, and he would
know that space had heen reserved for him.
The srgument of the hon. member on this
point doas not earry any weight.

As regards enfting across traffic in Bar-
rack-streef, woul? the hon. memher say that
cutting across  west-hound traffic al the
Caunsewayv-—having rvegard to the faet that
when eity-bound trams are crossing the
(‘avseway they arve on the wrong side of the
road- -was less dangerons? Whatever danger
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may be appareni to a driver, he has to give
way to right-hand traffic without cutiing
through, and he could be caught by a tram
comting straight at him when he reached the
correct side of the road. That is the posi-
tion there. (ne or two cars, in order to
avoid a eollision, have been flung into the
viver. Trams coming into the eity travel
on the north side of ilie road. These cars
come out of the Riverside-drive, ent through
the west-hound traffic, and come on the cor-
rect side into the city. If that is not more
dangerons than lo take a half right-hand
turn into Barrack-stret, T am at a loss to
understand the reason.

Another had feature of the Causeway
erossing is that on this side of the Causeway
there is an arvch which provides for fair-
sized sailing vessels and yachts and launehes
to pass in {he deep water under the Cause-
way. Under those conditions an oncoming
tram cannot be seen until you are on top
of it or it is on top of you. In consequence,
one ix confronted with immediate danger
without knowing that there is any danger
whatever. The argument advanced hy ihe
wember for West Perth does not carry the
weight which the hon. member emphasised it
did. It is unfair that there should he any
preferential treatment. If there is any
virtne in four or five buses having to come
in on one side, then they shonld all coma in
on that side and al! zo out on that side. There
has been a request to =hift all these buses
over to lhe north side, and a report has been
put up stating, in effect, that they ought to
he on the other side. Having given consid-
eration to all arguments for and against, I
am of opinion that the motion shouM he
carried.

Question put and passed.

BILL—COMPANIES.
In Committec.

Resumed from the previous day.  Mr.
Marshall in the Chair: the Minister for Jus-
tice in charge of the Bill.

Clause 161-—Provisions as to liabdity of
officers and anditors:

The CHATRMAX : Progress wis veported
after Clause 160 had been azreed to.

Hon, N, KEENAXN: T move an anwend-
ment---

That in line 53 the words ‘‘{whether an

officer of the company or not)’’ he struck
out,
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Amendment put and passed.

Hon, X, KEEENAYXN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 4 of paragraph (a) of the pro-
viso the word *fsix’’ be struck out and the
word ‘‘three’’ inserted in lieu.

The paragraph provides that the clanse shall
have effect only on the expiration of six
months from date of commencement. If the
provision is wise, there is no reason to de-
lay its operaiion for six months, Nothing
is done by the paragraph; only obligation
is created.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I agree
to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. ¥. KEENAX: I move an amend-
ment—

That paragraph (¢} of the provise be struck

out.
Clause 418 provides that the court can, where
a breach of the Aect has taken place by an
officer without any fault on his part, re-
lieve him of liability. That, in my opinion,
is ample. Why add here the right of the
company to indemnify the officer? All the
rest of the elause is prohibitive.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I re-
gret I cannot accept this amendment. 7The
proposed deletion would penalise an officer
who has done his dunty. If jndgment is
given in favour of an officer, I see no reason
why he should have to be at the expense of
defending himself against, say, a spiteful
person. That would be penalising the offi-
cer. But if the officer did something wrong,
he should receive no consideration. He still
has the right to appeal to the eourt.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clausge, as previously amended, agreed to.

Clause 162—agveed fto.

Clause 163—Provisions for faeilitating
re-construction and amalgamation of com-
panies:

Hon. N. KEENAX: T move an amend-
ment—

That Subelause (3) be struck out,

The subclause is totally unnecessary. I re-
fer members to page 8 of the Bill, where
they will find the definition of the word
“company.” It is absolutely unnecessary to
repeat a definition already set out in the
Bill.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1
agree to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed: the clause, as
amended, agreed to.
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Clauses 164 to 166—agreed to.

Clause 167—Returns to he made by no-
liability eompanies:

Hon. N. KEENAN: This clause deals with
returns te be made by no-liability eom-
panies, but paragraphs (vii) to (xi) are
unnecessary. They ave altogether foreign te
a no-liability ecompany, which does not issuc
shares at a discount. I therefore move an
amendment—

That paragraphs (vii) to (xi}) of Subclause
{1) be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
bave discussed this amendment with the
Crown Law Department and agree to it.

Mr. TONKIXN: If these paragraphs have
no application to no-liability companies, why
were they inserted in the Bill?

Hon. N, Keenan: Goodness knows!

Mr. TONKIN: I defer to the superior
knowledge and wider experience of the mem-
her for Nedlands, but I would nevertheless
point out that it would he possible for a no-
Iiability eompany to issue shares at a dis-
count, Tt could issae shares purporting to
be paid up to 2s. 6d., but for which only
1s. Gd. had been paid.

Hon. N. Keenan: The protection the
shareholder would get would be in respect
of the amount he had paid up.

Mxy. TONKIN: That is true.

Hon. N. Kcenan: If he had paid up only
ls, for a 1s. 6d. share, he would still owe
6d. on that share,

My, TONKIN: I am prepared to acecept
what the member for Nedlands has said, as
it has been confirmed by the Crown Law
authorities, hut it scems remarkable that we
should have heen asked to accept the con-
tents of the Bill, which lLas heen hefore a
Seleet Committee and vet contains these
pavagraphs with no bearing whatever on
no-liahility companies,

Mr. WATTS: My recollection of this
matter when it was before the Select Com-
mittee is that I was in the same framc of
mind as the member for North-East Fre-
mantle. Tt was reported to me personally
—whether the matter was brought hefore the
Committee or not I caunot remember—that
there was no nceessity for these provisions
relating to a no-liahility eompany, hecause
the eivenmstances which they seck to cover
will never arise. I eould not satisfy myself,
however, that they would never arise and
therefore 1 raised no ohjection to the para-
graphs remaining in the Bill. Even if the
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cireumstanees  are never likely to arise,
surely no harm would be done by leaving
the paragraph= in the Bill. If, however,
the civeumstances did arize, we ave in a
position to demand that information of this
kind should he furnished. I lhope the Com-
mittee will not azree to the amendment.
Hon. N. KEENAN: The Leader of the
Opposition s under a misapprchension, as
i= also the wmember for North-East Fre-
mantle. Such eircumstaoees ean never arise
in a no-liability company. In the case of
a limited eompany, it is of supreme import-
ance that subseribers to and ereditors of a
company should knoew whether shares are
issned at a diseount, beeause otherwise they
might be misled, But in the case of a no-
liability eompany there is ne uncalled capi-
tal. Tt is simply payment from day to day.
There is no possibility of eollecting any
single payment exeept money actually in the
call, and there is no possibility of shares he-
ing issued at a diseount by a no-liability
company. As for the argument that to leave
these clauses in would do no harm, it would
do no harm cither to have a clause to say
that a seeretary shall not have red hair or
any other sueh ridienlons provision.
Amendment put and passed.

tHon. N, KEENAN: T move an amend-
ment —

That in lines 7 to 10 of paragraph (xvi}
of Subelause (1) the following words be
struek out:—'*and if the balanee sheet is in
a foreign language, there shall be annexed to
it a translation in English certified in the
preseribed manner to be a eerreet transla-
tion.”

We ave certainly not going te have here
carrying on husiness companies which will
produce balance sheets in n foreign lan-
enage, the Japanese, for instance

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Or the Chinese;
they will come lhere after the war.

Hon. X. KEENAN: If thev form com-
panies, they will have to produce halance
sheetx in our language and not in a foreign
langnazre.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: I have
diseussed this matter with the Crown Law
Department and its views are the =ame as
those of the hon. membher.

Amendment put and passed; the elause.
s amended, agreed tfo.

Clausze 168—Calls and forfeiture for non-
pryment:
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llon. N. KEENAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 7 of Subclause (1) the word

*¢and’? be struck out and the word 'or'’ in-
serted in lieu.
This clause relates to calls and forfeiture
for non-payment, and the effcet of the
amendment will be that in the case of a
registered oflice being in & place other than
Peril, it will not be necessary to advertise
in a Perth paper, This clause rescrves a
right to a Perth newspaper proprictor by
making it eompulsory for an advertisement
to he made in Perth, even though the regis-
tered office is situated somewhere else.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I ean-
not agree to the amendment. This matter was
discussed Tully by the Select Committee
which maintained that every possible adver-
tisement should be given to the forfeiture of
shares; that everybody should be given a
chanee to know that shares are to be for-
feited or sold. Consequently it is necessary
to publish the faet, not only in a loeal
paper, but in “The West Australian,” be-
cause while there arve persons who will read
only the loeal paper, there are others whe
read the Perth newspaper and, seceing that
“The West Australian” is the reeognised
daily paper of the State, it is considered
advisable that the advertisement should ap-
pear in that paper.

My, Tonkin: What about “The Worker !”

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: IT it
were so desired, the adverftisement eould he
published also in “The Worker.” There ix
nothing to prevent that, but it would nol
be fair to eonfine the advertisement to the
newspaper in the particolar distriet con-
ceried.

Amendinent pul and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

(lause 1G9—agreed fo.

Clanse 170—Redemption
shaves:

Hon, ¥. KEENAN: T move an amend-
ment—

That in line 3 after the word ‘ftime’? the
worda 'fon or’' he inserted,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: T ean-
not agree to the nmendment. If it ix “on
the dax" the shares are to he forfeited or
wolfd, that would he up to 12 o'clock that
nizht. We would have to make some definite
time. If the shares were sold hefore the day
expirved the sharcholder would have a elaim,
%o it must he before the day.

of forfeited
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Hon. N. KEENAN: This is a struggle
aboul a matter that might frequently have
happened in the old days when we had no-
liahility companies. What huppens is that
on the day fixed for forfeiture, the owner
suddenty wakes up to the fact that if he does
not pay he will lose his shares. Wonld the
Minister say to a man who comes along on
that day, but before forfeiture has actually
taken place, No, you are too late?’ 1 da
not like it.

Mr. TONKIN: 1 am in agreement with the
desire of the member for Nedlands, but T
appreciate the point raised by the Minister,
We could meet the wishes of the hon. mem-
ber hy deleting certain words and inserting
others in line 3. Could I move an amendment
to that effeet?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member may
do so after the present amendment has been
dealt with,

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. TONKIN: I move an amendment—

That in ling 3 the words ‘‘hefore the day?’
be struck out, and the words ‘‘prior to that?’’
ingerted in len.

That wonld mean that right np to the time
of sale the owner could tender the amount
owing on his shares.

Hon. N, Keenan: I do not think so.
day begins at midnight.

Mr. TONKIN: I am not using the word
“lay.” My amendment veads “at any time
prior to that fixed.” Would not that go vight
up to the actual time of sale?

Hon. N. Keenan: Tf you said “prior to
sale,” you could leave out the word “day.”

AMy. TONKIN: I have no intention of in-
cinding the word “day.”

Hon. N. Kecnan: The time would expire
at midnight prior to the day fixed for sale.

Mr. Watts: But there is no time men-
tioned.

Mr. TONKIN: T will take a risk and move
iy amendment,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE:
not like the amendment.
just what its effect will he. T want to be
gure that when these shaves are offered for
sale the person who owns them eannot come
along and claim them. TFrom the interjec-
tions there scems to be =ome doubt about
(he position. T can see no harm in leaving
the clause as it is. The difference of a day
i= onlv the difference between 12 midnight
and 9 a.m. on the following dav. T do not

The
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I am not certain

2447

mind, so tong as I am certain, but I do not

want to leave a clause that will be
challenged.
Mr. WATTS: The member for North-

East Fremantle may possibly solve the
problem that the member for Nedlands
wants solved, but it is difficult to say off-
kand that these words will snit the purpose.
I am going to ask the Minister to agree that
the clause be postponed. I would like to
move in that direetion.

The CHAIRMAN: We cannot postpone
the elause until all amendments have heen
dealt with or withdrawn. TUnless the mem-
ber for North-Bast Fremantle is prepared
{0 withdraw his amendment, I cannot put
the question that the clanse bhe postponed.

Mr. TONKIXN: If the Minister will give
an assurance that the Committee will have
an opportunity te deal with the matter later,
I will withdraw my amendment,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
have no ohjection to a recommittal of this
clauge.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

On motion by Mr. Watts, clause post-
poned.

Claunses 171 to 174—agreed to.

Clause 175—Liahility of directors of com-
pany for wages:

Hon, N. KEENAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2 of Subelause (1) after the
word ‘‘company’’ the words ‘‘and who has
been unable to recover same from the com-
pany '’ he inserted.

This is only a reasonable proposition.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I agree
to this amendment,

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanse 176—agreed to.

Clavse 177—Memorandum and artieles of
association of co-operative companies:

Han, N. KREENAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That paragraph (b) be struck out.

The paragraph provides that before declar-
ing a dividend ounf of the profits of the then
last finaneial vear the directors of the com-
pany may provide for the payment of a
dividend on the shares whieh have been izsued
and were held by sharcholders during any
one or more of the three preceding financial
years in respeet of which no dividend had
been deelared, provided that such dividend
shall he payable to the persons registeved
ns owners of the shares at the date of the
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declaration of the dividend., TUnder a pro-
vision like that some shareholders would be
very lucky. The dividends are to be paid
not ouly to those who have held shares dur-
ing a sterile period but to the lucky per-
son who may have bought shares in more
favourable circumstances. That is a ease
ot greasing the fatted pig. 1 know of such
an instanee. There may he five sterile vears
and then a year of great prosperity. A
man may become disgusted during the lean
vears and sell his shares to a person who
buys just hefore the year of great pros-
perity. The latter will collect the divi-
dends. The idea is repugnant.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I have
given much consideration to paragraph (b)
and have discussed it with people ouiside
the Crown Law Department, including the
Leader of the Opposition. I have reached
a conclusion similar to that indicated by
the member for Nedlands, and I agree to
the amendment.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I hope the
Committee will not agree to the amendment,
and 1 am disappointed that the Minister
neglected to discnss the natter with me.

The Minister for Justice: The hon. mem-
bher neglected to discuss it with me.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Will the mem-
her for Guildford-Midland address the
(‘h:lil'?

Hon. W. D. JOIINSON: Everyone knows
my enthnsiasm regarding co-operative effort
and my asseciation with the co-operative
wovement. The Minister knows that T have
diseussed  this elanse and that those asso-
ciated with the eo-operative movement pro-
vided evidence which was given by Mr.
Harper hefore the Seleet Committee. The
position iz that there mav he lean
vears in connection with a eo-opera-
tive concern during which it is considered
inadvisable to pay any dividend because
special exigencies of the time necessitate the
conserving of funds in antieipation of some
diffieulty. In course of time that difficulty
may not make itself apparent, and the posi-
tion is recovered. TUnless some sueh provi-
sion as that in the Bill is retained, the mem-
hers of the eo-opervative concern will nof have
an opportunity te receive what they have
really earned.

Hon, N. Keenan: No, this will allow the
dividend to be paid to the present share-
holders.

Hon, W. D, JOHENSON: I know that, but
in connection with eco-operative coneerns
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shares very seldom change hands because
such a transaction would have no advantage.
Shares are always available at par. If the
amendment is agreed to, a great injustice
will be done to shareholders in eo-operative
concerns who have been waiting for three
years for dividends that bhave been withheld
for specific reasons, but whiech may subse-
quently be paid. I hope the Committee will
not delete this co-operative provision be-
canse it represents part of the working
arrangements of co-operative companies.

Hon. N. KEENAK: The member for
Guildford-Midland is under a misapprehen-
sion. The paragraph means that the divi-
dends will be paid to the person who holds
shares at the time the dividend jis declared.
He may not be the person who has held the
shares during the preceding three years.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Such shares very
seldom change hands.

Hon. X. KEENAN: I say it would be a
disgraceful and unwarranted proceeding to
pay the dividends to a present holder who
had not held the shares during the lean
period. The member for Guildford-Midland
referred to the position where the shave-
holder has held shares throughout the whole
period. That presents no trouble at all. In
that case the shareholder iz paid the divi-
dend for the full period. Paragraph (b)
will enahle a person hy a subterfuge to get
a dividend declared in respect of years when
he was not a shareholder.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSOXN: During a lean
period of three years money that could he
paid out in dividends is retained against pos-
sible eventualities that do not develop. The
money that is in hand ean then be paid out
in dividends over the three years,

Hon. X. Keenan: To whom is il paid?

Hon, W. ). JOHNS0OXN: To the share-
holder who, in conneetion with eo-operative
companies, ix invariably the man who has
held the shaves during the three preceding
vears. There may be instances of some
shares leing disposed of, but in practically
every case the shareholder would be the man
who had held the shaves throughout the full
period. TIf the amendment he agreed to, an
injustice will be done to those shareholders
whn have held their shares throughout the
three-vear period during which they have
heen deprived of dividends in the eireum-
stances 1 have indivated.

Mr. WATTS: Evidence was given to the
Seleet Committee hy the chairman of the Co-
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operative Federation and its solicitor, who
presented a series of statements and infor-
mation that convinced me at the time that
this paragraph should be included. I feel
that sufficient reasons were advanced pos-
sibly to convince the member for Nedlands
that it should be retained, and in order that
the matter may be considered, I ask the
Minister to report progress.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 6.2 p.m.

Begislative HEssembly.
Thursday, $th February, 1943,

Questlons : Vermlon destruction, as to rabbits on
rallway property ...
Midland Junction Workshopa, retired emptoym
re-engaged
Contraceptives .
Government hosplt.a.l nursee, as to t.mineu, efc.
Motiona: Post-war reconstruction, to lnqnire by
Select Committen o
FairTm and paatoralists' debts ‘a8 l:o mortgage

DIl : Companies, ‘Com.
Adjournment, special

The SPEAKER took the Chsair at 2.15

p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (4).
VERMIN DESTRUCTION.
As to Rabbits on Railway Property.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Has he read paragraph (3) of a
reply (embodied in a report by the Chief
Inspector of Rabbits tabled on the 28th
January) by the Mirister for Lands te my
question of the 27th idem, which sought to
seeure that the Railway Depariment itself
destroy rabbits on its own reserves and en-
closed lands? 2, Has he noted the impliea-
tion that in regard to rabbit destruction the
Railway Department itself initiates no ae-
tion, eonsiders itself exempt from responsi-
bility therefor, and will agree to co-opera-
tion with vermin beards only in certain
selected circumstances? 3, Can the depart-
ment, having regard to the increased num-
ber of burrows on railway lands, regard the
position set out in Question (3) as satis-
factory or justifiable? 4, Wilt he issue in-
struetions for ploughing in all existing bur-
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rows and/or of destroying the vabbits? 5,
Otherwisa, will he diseuss with vermin boards
concerned the matter of a co-operative ar-
rangement tending to secure uninterrupted
attention to the matter of rabbit destruction
and (in the event of vermin boards agreeing
to do the work) to assure to them a recoup
of any expenses ineurred by them—prefer-
ably payment of a conerete annual amount?
6, Will he read a report, by the Depuly
Director General of Manpower, appearing in
“The West Australian” of Wednesday the
27th January, headed “Rural Labour. Durift
from Farms”; and will he seek the Deputy
Director General’s assistanee should it be
necessary ¢

The MINISTER replied: 1, Yes. £,
The Railway Department’s policy is to de-
stroy rabbits (a) where the burrows are en-
dangering railway formation, and (b) where
efforts to destroy rabbits are made by the
owners of adjoining land, 3, Yes. 4, See
No. (2). 5, The department would welcome
approach from the vermin boards on this
matter with a view to co-operation. 6, Should
it beeome necessary, assistance will be sought
in the carrying out of the policy laid down
in No. (2) above.

MIDLAND JUNCTION WORKSHOPS.
Retived Employees Re-engaged.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, How many workers at Midland
Junetion Workshops, past retiring age, have
been re-engaged for full-time work during
the war erisis? 2, Do any of these men
lose their pension rights under these circum-
stanees? 3, If so, was this by agreement
between the Government and the men con-
cerned ?

The MINISTER replied: 1, Fifteen are
now employed, including those whose em-
ployment did not cease at age of 65. 2, Sec-
tion 75 (1) of the Superannuation and
Family Benefils Act defines the conrse to be
followed in eases of employment or re-em-
ployment of pensioners and its provisions are
being observed, 3, Answered by No. (2).

CONTRACEPTIVES.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER asked the Min-
ister for Health: 1, Is he aware that, in the
vicinity of many shelters in the outer city
area, contraceptives are left lying about and,
in some instances, children have played with



